
First I would like to thank the members of the Bipartisan Joint Data Center 
Committee for giving us the citizens of Ohio a chance to share our 
concerns regarding the massive impact these data centers will have on all 
of us. I am here as a constituent from the Village of Commercial Point in 
Pickaway County. As you are all well aware that communities not only in 
Ohio but across the country are joining together in opposition and at the 
ballot box we will remember who allowed this to happen.   Now let me  
explain exactly why I am against the heavily subsidized expansion of 
hyperscale AI data centers and why I have been fighting this for over the 
past two years in my town. 


In 1962, Rachel Carson’s book, Silent Spring, exposed the devastating 
ecological and health impacts of the widespread use of pesticides. Of 
course, she was ridiculed and received aggressive backlash. However, her 
book eventually led to the creation of the EPA and banning of DDT. Who 
would have thought 64 years later we are once again facing new 
environmental, ecological and health  concerns? It’s not pesticides but 
rather data centers. Once again those of us who are drawing attention to 
this new concern are being ridiculed and facing backlash and are now 
being linked with anti American groups which is shameful. My flag waves 
proudly next to my no data center sign.


A few months ago,Senator Bernie Moreno posted on X that quote “ Ohio 
should not compromise the integrity of our waterways to help data 
centers.” Tammy Clark, an industrial hygienist, testified before  the 
Michigan House Oversight Committee that there is no such thing as a 
closed loop cooling system. New water needs to cycled and toxic 
chemicals are released into our aquifers. Our water treatment plants can’t 
filter out these chemicals. Simply put they become a part of the the water 
we drink . 


Living close to data centers raises numerous health concerns regarding 
noise pollution, air pollution and stress. The American Lung Association in 
its 2026 State of Air Report has identified data centers as a “newer, rapidly 
growing source” of air pollution. The 24/7 low frequency humming or 
buzzing sound is disruptive because no barrier can stop it.  Many have 
compared this to the Havana Syndrome our US Embassy staff in Cuba  
experienced in 2016. 




Data centers need massive amounts of energy which is putting a strain on 
our local electrical grid. In order to match the demand energy companies 
need to continue to upgrade the grid passing this cost to us, the 
residential customers. Residential rates are skyrocketing. According to a 
report by the Environmental and Energy Study Institute, they rose 11.5% in 
2025 and can jump 40% by 2030 because of data center demands. While 
tech companies benefit, Ohio families and small businesses foot the bill. 


Large data centers change local habitats by turning habitats into 
“industrial waste zones” according to the National Wildlife Federation. The 
massive footprint as well as the water, air, noise and light pollution  lead to 
habitat destruction and loss as well as major health concerns.


We are not against data centers. We know they serve a purpose. What we 
are against is the disregard for the health, welfare and economic stability 
of those effected most by developers buying up farmland and building on 
top of residential areas. They must be regulated and be held accountable.  
Developers need to accept responsibility for the health and welfare of the 
general population and not build these data centers next to homes and 
deny folks their right to pursuit of happiness. Developers need to be held 
accountable and abide by  cradle to coffin zoning regulations. Developers 
need to pay their share and need to stop getting tax incentives from state 
and local governments while we carry the burden. 


We need state level stewardship to protect our resources. I’m asking for a 
pause on new developments, reevaluation of  tax incentives and giving 
communities a voice in how our land and utilities are used. 


In conclusion, I’ll say what I’ve been saying for the past two plus years, 
DATA CENTERS DO NOT BELONG NEAR RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

Thank you.





