
As a former RN and a local food advocate, I am concerned about the rapid growth of data 
centers in Ohio making us one of the main hubs for them in the nation. Unless someone 
has seen one and read about their impacts, one might think they’re innocuous, but data 
centers are both energy and water guzzlers and huge, sprawling eyesores. Their back up 
systems are also fossil fuel generated. It was disturbing to see how many such centers are 
around Columbus. We saw the four plex near New Albany when I was on the Great Ohio 
Climate March. I want to encourage local, smaller scale agriculture which needs support 
and is a benefit to all, not taking agriculture or other “undeveloped” land for data centers. 
I’m not even sure the numbers employed, once the site is built, justify them as job creators. 

 Let’s put a moratorium on data center growth until more is studied about the costs and 
benefits; let’s determine what we need in regards to AI – not let technology determine what 
we need; let’s figure out how to make data centers more sustainable if we need more.  
Thank you. 


