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Co-Chair Chavez, Co Chair Holmes, and members of the Select Committee on Data
Centers. The Nature Conservancy appreciates the opportunity to provide testimony on the
rapid growth of data centers in Ohio and the policy considerations necessary to ensure
that this development is responsible, transparent, and aligned with the state's long-term
interests.

Artificial intelligence is rapidly transforming the modern economy and has the potential to
support solutions to some of society’'s most pressing challenges, including climate change,
biodiversity loss, and resource management. The Nature Conservancy recognizes that,
when used responsibly, Al can strengthen conservation science, improve environmental
monitoring, and help communities and decision-makers respond more effectively to
environmental risks.

However, the infrastructure required to support Al, including data centers, energy
systems, and water resources, also creates significant and growing pressures on natural
systems and communities. The Nature Conservancy does not oppose data centersasa
sector. We recognize their importance to modern infrastructure and their potential
economic benefits. However, the scale and pace of development require thoughtful policy
to ensure that growth does not come at the expense of Ohio's land, water, communities,
and long-term resilience.

With appropriate safequards, data centers can be sited and operated in a way that aligns
with Ohio's environmental and economic priorities.

Policy Recommendations
Transparency and Public Accountability

Clear, consistent, and early disclosure of key project details is essential for informed
decision-making. Policymakers should require standardized reporting of:

e Landuseimpacts
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e Energyneeds

e Environmental impacts

These disclosures should be made early enough to allow meaningful engagement by local
governments and communities. Transparent communication helps ensure accountability
and supports balanced decision-making about trade-offs.

Smart Siting and Land Protection

Siting decisions will have lasting consequences for Ohio’s landscape and agricultural
economy. Policy should:

e Prioritize development on brownfields and previously developed industrial sites
while ensuring adequate quality of life considerations for adjacent neighborhoods

e Avoid conversion of prime agricultural land, high-quality natural habitats, and
culturally important areas

Additional safeguards should address:

o Light, noise, and air quality impacts, particularly near residential areas
e The cumulative impacts of large-scale and hyperscale facilities

e Requirements for decommissioning plans, to ensure sites are responsibly managed
if facilities close

Protecting Ohio’'s working lands and natural systems is critical to maintaining long-term
economic and environmental stability.

Prioritize Avoidance of Harm and Risk Reduction
A central principle for infrastructure development is the need to:

e Avoid environmental harm wherever possible
e Minimize impacts that cannot be avoided

o Mitigate and restore affected resources

This "avoid-minimize-restore” framework should guide policy decisions related to data
center siting, construction, and operations.

Establishing clear expectations around these principles will support more consistent and
responsible outcomes across projects.
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Responsible Water Use

Data centers can place significant demands on water resources. Policy should require:

o Disclosure of projected water use and ongoing reporting of actual use
e Measures to minimize withdrawals and improve efficiency

e Protection of source water and downstream ecosystems

Special attention should be given to sensitive or water-stressed watersheds. Where
impacts extend across jurisdictions, a watershed-scale approach should be used to
evaluate and manage cumulative effects.

Clean, Reliable, and Affordable Energy

The energy demands associated with data centers are significant and increasing. Effective
policy should include:

« Transparency in energy use projections and actual consumption (both direct and
indirect)

e Strong energy efficiency standards and utilization of waste heat recovery

o Utilization of clean, renewable, and reliable energy sources

e Measures to protect other ratepayers from cost increases

It is also important to evaluate the land, water and community impacts of associated
energy infrastructure, including generation, transmission, and water use needed to
support data center operations.

Ensure Meaningful Community Engagement

Communities most affected by data center development should have a clear
and meaningful voice in decision-making processes. The Nature Conservancy
emphasizes the importance of:
o Early and transparent communication with community leaders and stakeholders
e Inclusive engagement processes

e Understanding and responsible incorporation of local priorities and concerns.

Ensuring that communities are fully informed and involved strengthens outcomes and
builds trust in decision-making.
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Conclusion

Ohio is well-positioned to attract continued investment in data center infrastructure. The
key policy challenge is ensuring that this growth is managed in a way that protects natural
resources, supports communities, and maintains long-term economic competitiveness.

By prioritizing transparency, smart siting, responsible resource use, and community
engagement, Ohio can establish a framework for data center development that balances
economic opportunity with environmental stewardship.

The Nature Conservancy looks forward to working with policymakers and stakeholders to
advance solutions that achieve these goals.
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