
Data Center Testimony


I’m Laura Oldham, a mom, wife, Upper Arlington City Council member, Sustainable 
Upper Arlington Founding Board member, and, up until a few weeks ago, a successful 
small business owner. 


I graduated from Ohio University’s E.W. Scripps School of Journalism in 2004. Like all 
good journalism grads, I immediately got to work learning how to code. As of early 
2026, I’d been working in digital marketing for two decades with experience developing 
and designing websites, optimizing for search engine results, copywriting, graphic 
design and more. The combination of wider AI adoption replacing all of my hard-
earned skills and state and federal funding disappearing for the nonprofits I support 
has left my business gasping on polluted fumes.  


Similar to how I felt entering the job market with a journalism degree in 2004, I find 
myself facing a new season of funemployment as I decide what’s next. My background 
in technology, combined with my nearly two decades as a small business owner, gives 
me valuable insight into what’s happening in Ohio with rapid data center expansion. 


In 2022, JobsOhio launched a $50 million ad campaign in Austin, Boston, Chicago, 
L.A., New York City, San Francisco and Seattle with a goal of “attracting tech talent.” At 
the time, I thought the campaign would be a successful signal to tech companies that 
Ohio is desperate and its leaders are easily duped by shiny promises. Companies like 
Meta, Amazon, Google and more have flooded our state with massive data centers 
before leaders could adequately understand what they were agreeing to and before 
any meaningful guardrails could be put into place. The JobsOhio campaign worked 
beautifully to lure in giant warehouses filled with servers that require massive amounts 
of energy and water to keep everything cool enough to run smoothly. We’ve put so 
much data in the cloud that the cloud is taking over our land. After the initial build, data 
centers offer a few long-term jobs for engineers to monitor and cool these warehouses 
filled with technology that will be outdated long before their negative impacts expire. 


I can (and often do) prattle on about the ethical and moral issues related to using LLMs 
trained on artists’ work who never agreed to being part of the AI revolution. The 
cognitive decline I’ve seen in clients I’ve worked with for 20 years has been staggering. 
Basic problem-solving skills have atrophied into nonexistence only a few months after 
colleagues decided to outsource thinking to ChatGPT. As a cancer survivor and 
sustainability advocate, the long-term environmental and health impact of these data 
centers is by far my biggest concern. 


Data centers are replacing agricultural land throughout Ohio. At a time when other 
countries are prioritizing better use of blue and green infrastructure to prepare for 
rainier springs, we’re replacing our sponges with massive warehouses humming with 
servers. These warehouses guzzle up so much clean drinking water that wells and 
aquifers are quickly going dry. Then they spit contaminated water back out into our soil 
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and rivers to ensure that every member of the food web is affected by the tech 
broligarchs’ need for optimizing the human experience. 


Critical thinking skills and creativity are being outsourced to AI agents that can at their 
very best create a collage of what’s already been done. So I’m asking the Select 
Committee on Data Centers to think critically about a few topics while putting a pause 
on adding new data centers in Ohio:


• Who is benefiting from this rapid expansion of server space and compute?

• Which foreign entities have invested in these giant surveillance networks we’re 

plopping into communities throughout the state? 

• Why is the EPA rolling back limits on “forever chemicals” that are proven to 

cause cancer? 

• If data centers create only a few long-term jobs, are exempt from sales tax and 

are encouraged to use as much energy and water as they need, in what ways 
are these helping our communities? 


• As the economy crashes and thousands of Ohioans lose their livelihoods, do 
you think they’ll thank their representatives for the privilege of driving by the 
giant warehouse filled with servers that pushed them out of work? 


Last week Google changed their search engine for the first time in 25 years. Now rather 
than being presented with a page of links when they search, users have an “AI-
powered conversational experience” that requires no clicks to additional websites. 
Entire industries are going to disappear quickly. Small businesses that relied on search 
traffic will crumble. Power will continue to consolidate at the top as larger businesses 
swallow up their smaller competitors. What good does an “AI-driven booming stock 
market” do for people who don’t have an income to participate? 


As a writer, I’d say that we’ve lost the plot. We’re so desperate to “be more efficient” 
that we’re bypassing what it means to be human. Let’s pump the brakes and put our 
critical thinking skills to use as we prioritize what benefits people and the planet, not 
the nerd reich. 


Thank you. 
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