From: Mary Shields
253 S. Kellner Road
Columbus, OH 43209

Hello! I am writing today to oppose the further development of data centers in Ohio.
This is why:

1.

Utility Strain and cost increases.

Personal Testimony: I have personally experienced much more issues with
internet since the data center when in a couple miles from my home. Even though
I have a wired ethernet, my internet goes out at odd times and for no reason. Or

the speed dips.

a.

We are already seeing much higher electric bills than previously. So we are
paying for energy that data centers should properly be paying for. At a time
when it’s getting harder and harder for the average Ohioan to make ends meet,
this is ridiculous!

And...even if you did actually make the data centers themselves cover all the
electricity and other resources they use, this amount of energy usage needs to
come solely from renewable sources. But I’m seeing nothing of the kind
happening, which means an increasing use of non-renewable — and polluting —
resources.

These data centers drain power grids, and can lead to brown outs. See my
personal experience above. It could also force utility companies into higher
fossil fuel use and/or nuclear power use, which is not sustainable long-term.

Personal Testimony: The ones I’ve seen going up near Johnstown are a blight
— I can’t imagine anyone wanting to live within visual range of any of these. In
addition, the huge utility poles that are going in alone show that these centers
are using a lot more energy than the proponents are saying. And those utility
poles generate a whole lot more emfs. I can feel the much greater number of
emfs just driving past the ones that recently went up on route 62 near
Johnstown.

Corporate bailouts: how much of these centers are being funded by taxpayer
dollars and/or municipal subsidies? That is not OK! The corporations
themselves need to foot the full cost.

2. Environmental and Quality of Life Impact



a. Water usage: this is an undisclosed cost. It is complete bunk that you
cannot figure out how much water a data center is using. Every quarter I
get a bill for every cubic foot of water I have used. 1 am sure that you
have that information. And what others are finding around the country
is that these use millions of gallons of water daily for their cooling
needs.

Since the proponents are not being up front about the water needs, that
results in higher water bills for residents and farmers, as well as the
possibility of water shortages/aquifiers getting depleted
permanently.

b. Noise and Light Pollution: these centers create a low hum that is
audible even if you’re driving not too far from them. They also have
intense perimeter lighting that never turns off.

c. Emissions: when grid outages occur, emergency diesel generators kick
on, releasing dangerous air pollutants (like particulate matter and
nitrogen oxides) right into the surrounding neighborhood. This is a
problem both for humans (those who live around them) and for those
built in farming areas — that pollution has a big impact on the
animals/food. Again, there is multiple negative impact — on humans,
livestock, and crops.

3. Economic: costs to taxpayers far outweigh any promised benefits.

a. Across the board, we’re seeing far fewer jobs than promised.

b. They are a blight on the land. The ones going up in the Johnstown area
look horrific. This results in reduced property values. In addition, the
sheer size means they loom over nearby homes. No one wants to be
within viewing (or hearing or polluting) distance of these centers.

c. Low return on investment: the environmental and personal costs of
these centers are already too great. The minimal amount of tax revenue
that these centers might generate (if they aren’t being subsidized by
municipal or any taxpayer dollars does not begin to outweigh the
actual cost to taxpayers. I do not believe for one moment that these
centers would be going in at the rate they are without tax abatements,
etc., which essentially means that we, the taxpayers, are funding these)

d. These centers permanently degrade environmental resources and
aesthetics.



In short, the costs far outweigh the benefits on every scale. I urge you not to put
any more of Ohio’s precious resources (human and environmental) into these centers
— either present or future.

Sincerely,

Mary Shields



