
Comments to The Select Committee on Data Centers, Public Hearing, June 1,2026 

My name is Shannon Flanders, and I am a long-time resident of Westerville, Ohio. 

First, I would like to thank all legislators and staff for holding these public hearings on such 
an important topic in these times.  

We all deserve an opportunity to learn about and discuss both the realities of, and need for 
guardrails for, the data center industry that is seemingly everywhere in Ohio at this time. 

I learned that this committee’s stated purpose is to get facts about data centers in Ohio. I 
also learned that, at least right now, today’s hearing is the only one planned for comments 
from the greater Ohio public. All other hearings sound like they are for data center industry 
officials and supporters. I hope there will be additional chances of the wider public to 
comment. 

I am focusing my comments on research and study conducted by Rachel Kutzley, entitled “ 
From Demand Drivers to Development Partners: Data Centers that Work for Ohioans.” 
Kutzley holds a Master’s Degree in Environmental and Natural Resources from The Ohio 
State University, and is currently a Board Member of Save Ohio Parks. 

According to this report, in order for Ohio to have enough power for data centers in our 
state, we need to build a “more flexible and decentralized electric system.” This is a great 
opportunity to update our power system with the focus on building a cleaner, more 
affordable, more reliable system, with energy sources we can rely on for a long time, that 
are truly renewable, such as wind and solar. 

Kutzley makes it clear that Ohio’s current energy challenges due to data center needs 
would not have happened had Ohio governmental and energy authorities not restricted so 
many wind and solar projects in our state during the past twelve or so years. American 
Electric Power (AEP) recently reported that there have been 5.6 GW of data center 
interconnection requests as of March, 2026. Had the Ohio State Legislature, energy 
authorities, and providers welcomed solar and wind projects to Ohio, rather than denying 
or roadblocking them, we would not be in this mess. More than 5.3 GW of these proposals 
and projects have been rejected by those people in charge of such things in our state. 

Kutzley makes it very clear that we are going down the wrong road by relying on, and 
welcoming, the oil and gas industry for all the energy these data centers will need. It makes 
no sense to encourage fossil fuel dominance when so much of the rest of our country and 
our planet has already boosted clean, reliable, affordable solar and wind energy. 

We all know oil and gas already are major sources of our air, water, and land pollution, as 
well as human health problems and lower quality of life in Ohio. All one needs to do to 



witness this is to follow the fracking industry’s footprints all over our state public lands right 
now. The fracking pads, injection wells that leak toxins regularly, and the millions of gallons 
of Ohio’s fresh water they render so toxic as to have no way of ever being potable again to 
any living beings are all there. 

For years, the State of Ohio funded the establishment of many state parks and wildlife 
spaces, seeing this as a wise investment in all of our futures. State employees and others 
worked hard to restore lands to healthier states so that all could get outside and enjoy 
them with family and friends. Both local businesses and governmental bodies benefitted 
from the monies spent by tourists as well as locals. Every year, the state reaps millions 
from all of this.  

So why the rush to harm what so many Ohioans, including state and local government 
officials, have valued and continue to enjoy? Well, starting in late 2022, this legislature 
teamed up with the oil and gas industry to extract as much fracked oil and gas as possible, 
while shutting out other forms of energy mentioned above. And this year has been 
especially hard to witness, as I have personally. I have attended many Ohio Oil and Gas 
Land Management Commission meetings. This body, set up by you, the Ohio State 
Legislature,along with the governor, rubberstamps nominations to frack the public lands 
that belong to the people of this state. And those meetings held so far in 2026 have been 
incredibly hard to attend. It now takes this commission less than 20 minutes to sell 
thousands of acres of our public state lands to oil and gas companies. Salt Fork State Park 
and Egypt Valley Wildlife Area have been especially harmed.  

Again, none of this is necessary. I ask each member of this legislature to stop this lovefest 
with the fossil fuel industry when solar and wind are available today. I am fully aware that 
oil and gas will continue to be one of our sources of energy in this state for the short-term. 
By adding solar and wind power to the energy equation, rather than suppressing none fossil 
fuels, we can indeed create a brighter future for all of our kids and grandkids. Failure to 
govern responsibly now means young people today and those in the future will leave Ohio 
for better lives elsewhere. These children and young adults may be your own family 
members. Do this for them, if for no other reason.  

I thank you for your time.  


