
Thank you kindly for the opportunity to provide this testimony.  

I live in Washington County and am opposed to more data centers in Ohio and in my 

home county. Local officials should not be engaging in non-disclosure agreements with 

developers of data centers, as our county commissioners have done. This violates the important 

principle of transparency, which should underlie any democratic institution. 

Data centers use an inordinate amount of electricity- a medium-sized data center uses five 

megawatts, which is one-fourth of the total electricity in Washington County. They also use a 

tremendous amount of water—about 310,000 gallons per day for a medium-sized facility. 

Regarding jobs, after the initial phase of construction, the average data center will employ only 

ten employees (Ohio River Valley Institute, 2025); this is equivalent to the staffing of one Olive 

Garden restaurant!  

In Pennsylvania $2.75 billion were added to the water bills of residents of that state. We 

do not want the same to happen in Ohio.  

In communities where data centers are being proposed, developers should be required to 

complete community benefit agreements (CBAs) in order to ensure that all jobs associated with 

the data center are local and compensated at the prevailing wage. Data center developers should 

also be required to publicly disclose annual water and energy use.  

Skepticism about data centers is well founded. In 2025 25 proposed data centers were 

canceled, and in the same year 60 local governments declared a moratorium on data centers; 

several Ohio communities have done the same. Once a data center is established in a community, 

there is likely to be a gas plant put in place to power the facility. For such a gas plant to be placed 

in a community there will be no public notice or public hearing. 

  


