
June 1, 2024 
 
Chair Holmes, Chair Chavez, and other members of the Select Committee on Data 
Centers, thank you for the opportunity to provide my interested party testimony today on 
data centers. My name is Anna Cannelongo from Clean Air Hilliard. and I am here 
because of the Scioto Darby Creek Data Center and its on-site power plant being built 
adjacent to our neighborhood, local elementary school, and public park.  
 
I know that you value human life—especially of children. Many of you like myself are 
pro-life and are passionate about the right to life. And yet children in Ohio are being put 
in danger by data centers. Did you know that many of these data centers in central Ohio 
are built adjacent to neighborhoods, schools, and parks where children live, learn, and 
play? This is exactly the situation in Hilliard, Ohio. Yet there are no safety precautions 
put in place to protect the children. And the safety of this situation becomes magnified 
when behind-the-meter data center power plants are being fast tracked through the 
Ohio Power Siting Board without proper oversight. Currently:  

 No independent studies ensuring the safety of these power plants are required.  
 There are no appropriate set-back limits. 
 There are no emergency evacuation plans in place in case of an explosion. 
 Carbon dioxide from fuel cell power plants which can be fatal in large amounts to 

children is not being monitored. Not to mention that exposure to CO2 emissions 
shows the highest correlation with overall asthma rates in children.  

 
These are just some of the concerns. We all know that the grid in its current state 
cannot handle the electrical demand that data centers are adding. Behind-the-meter 
power plants on the surface may seem to be a perfect solution, and yet it is not the 
silver bullet it seems to be. For these power plants are being built next to 
neighborhoods, next to elementary schools, and next to playgrounds. Would you want 
your child or grandchild living or going to school next to a data center power plant?  
 
Additionally as the grid becomes stressed the “emergency generators” will be running 
more frequently creating toxins for children. We know that this is already happening in 
Virginia as they changed the definition of “emergency” to accommodate data centers. 
Again, there are significant health impacts for children near these generators.  
 
We have collected signature via an online petition. We would have received more 
except Facebook classified the petition as spam and prevented us from sharing it 
further. And since most of us have small children, we couldn’t canvass the state in 
person. Despite our limitations we still collected 1,214 signatures across the state of 
Ohio.  
 
We have the following common sense requests: 



 Have PUCO pause their approval of Case No. 25-0649-EL-BLN until there is a 
proper investigation into the safety of the fuel cells that convert natural gas into 
electricity approved for use at the Amazon data center on Scioto Darby Creek 
Road. 

 Revise the proposed administrative rules for the Ohio Power Siting Board to 
require review consideration of the following before approving any project: 

o A site-specific study (by an independent researcher chosen by the locality) 
that quantifies, models, and maps how the level of emissions (CO₂, FPM, 
NOx, SOx, CO, and VOCs) would behave under various atmospheric 
conditions (wind direction, temperature, humidity, etc.) and its impact on 
the surrounding neighborhoods and schools. (Note: Currently, CO₂ isn’t 
part of the Ohio EPA numbers and that’s problem.) 

o A safety plan approved by the local fire department including the radius of 
the impact of a potential explosion. 

o A model showing the effect of the anticipated noise (decibels, etc.). 
o A list of any other safety concerns.  
o A safe set-back distance for residents and schools for each type of power 

source determined by the state that must be adhered to. 
 Add a longer, more appropriate comment window to the OPSB with proper 

notification given to all affected parties within the potential impact radius for 
emissions or possible explosion. 

 Write a new bill or amend legislation to address the unintended consequences of 
HB 15. 

 Limit the amount of time emergency generators can run near schools and 
neighborhoods.  

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide my testimony today. I am happy to 
answer any questions you may have.     
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