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Dear Chair Chavez, Chair Holmes, and members of the Joint Data Center Study Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 

My name is Annette McMurry. I am a Genoa Township Trustee and a longtime Delaware County 
resident. I am providing my testimony testifying  in my individual capacity, and my comments do 
not represent the official position of Genoa Township. 

As a township trustee, I have seen firsthand how local governments are increasingly expected 
to manage the impacts of large-scale development while having limited authority to influence 
decisions that affect their residents. Too often, local communities are left to address the 
consequences of development decisions long after agreements have been negotiated and 
approvals have been granted. 

I am concerned that Ohio's current approach to data center development places too much risk 
on local communities and taxpayers while providing substantial benefits to some of the 
wealthiest corporations in the world. 

The evidence is clear that data centers consume extraordinary amounts of electricity and water, 
place significant demands on public infrastructure, alter local landscapes, and create relatively 
few permanent jobs relative to the incentives they receive. While the financial benefits are 
concentrated among developers and corporate operators, many of the costs and impacts are 
borne by local communities. 

The impacts of data centers are not theoretical. Communities across the country are already 
experiencing the effects of increased energy demand, water consumption, infrastructure strain, 
environmental impacts, and diminished local control. The evidence already exists. Ohio does 
not need additional studies to confirm what communities are experiencing in real time. The 
focus should be on implementing safeguards and accountability measures that protect 
residents, taxpayers, and local governments. 

At a time when Ohio families are struggling with rising property taxes, utility costs, and the 
increasing cost of living, it is difficult to justify providing decades of tax abatements and 
exemptions to billion-dollar and trillion-dollar corporations. Ohio residents, family farms, and 
small businesses are expected to pay their fair share, and data center operators should be 
expected to do the same. 

If Ohio is truly an attractive place to invest, these companies should be willing to invest here 
without extraordinary taxpayer-funded incentives. 



In addition to the environmental, infrastructure, and economic impacts associated with data 
centers, Ohio must address the growing concerns surrounding transparency and public 
participation. Decisions involving major development projects should be conducted openly and 
with meaningful public input. Residents should never learn about projects that will fundamentally 
affect their communities only after critical decisions have already been made. 

Bottom line, economic development should never come at the expense of transparent 
government. 

I respectfully urge the committee to recommend legislation that includes the following 
protections: 

●​ Immediately eliminate tax abatements, tax exemptions, and other special tax treatment 
for data centers. Any that are currently on the books for construction that has not yet 
started should be rolled back.  

●​ Require data center operators to fund the full cost of infrastructure improvements, utility 
upgrades, road improvements, environmental mitigation, utility expansion, and public 
safety needs associated with their projects. These investments should be made upfront 
rather than leaving local governments and taxpayers responsible for future costs. The 
impact on infrastructure during construction can be seen within communities across 
Ohio, including less than 40 minutes from the State House on Duncan Plains Road.  

●​ Establish statewide siting standards that prohibit data centers from being located near 
residential neighborhoods, homes, schools, parks, and major waterways. Communities 
should not be forced to absorb the impacts of large industrial facilities in close proximity 
to the places where families live, learn, and recreate. 

●​ Require full transparency regarding projected and actual water usage, energy 
consumption, backup power generation, environmental impacts, light pollution, noise 
pollution, and infrastructure demands, with regular public reporting. 

●​ Preserve meaningful local control by ensuring that local governments have adequate 
notice, oversight authority, and sufficient time to adopt zoning regulations that protect 
their communities before projects are approved. 

●​ Prohibit elected officials, public employees, consultants, attorneys, and any individual 
acting on behalf of a governmental entity from entering into non-disclosure agreements 
related to proposed data center projects, negotiations, incentives, infrastructure 
agreements, annexations, utility agreements, or economic development arrangements. 
Decisions that affect the public should be conducted transparently, and residents have a 
right to know what is being proposed in their communities. 

●​ Prohibit the use of emergency legislation, emergency ordinances, and emergency 
resolutions for annexations, zoning changes, incentive agreements, utility agreements, 
development agreements, and any approvals related to data center projects. Residents 
deserve adequate notice, access to information, and meaningful opportunities for public 
participation before decisions of this magnitude are made. 

●​ More broadly, the General Assembly should reevaluate and restrict the use of 
emergency legislation by state and local governments except in true emergencies 



involving public health, public safety, or disaster response. Economic development 
projects should never bypass public scrutiny through the use of emergency measures. 

●​ Require financial assurance mechanisms, such as bonds, letters of credit, or escrowed 
funds, to guarantee decommissioning and site restoration. If a facility ceases operations, 
it should be dismantled within one year and the property restored to a safe and usable 
condition at no cost to taxpayers. 

Ohio's communities should not be expected to subsidize projects that may permanently alter 
their character, strain local resources, and create long-term liabilities for future generations. The 
burden should be on developers to prove a project serves the public interest—not on Ohio 
communities to prove why they deserve protection. 

Communities deserve transparency. Taxpayers deserve protection. Local governments deserve 
a meaningful voice. 

Ohio's economic development policies should prioritize residents, taxpayers, natural resources, 
and long-term community sustainability. Data center development should proceed only when 
developers are willing to bear the full cost of their projects and their impacts, without special tax 
treatment or subsidies from Ohio taxpayers. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annette McMurry​
Genoa Township Trustee (testifying in an individual capacity)​
Delaware County Resident 

 


