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Good afternoon, Chair …. And Select Committee on Data Centers 

My name is Eric Watson, I am a lifelong Ohioan, a resident of Tiffin, and 
someone who cares deeply about the future of our state. Thank you for the 
opportunity to provide testimony today. 

Ohio has long been known for its agriculture, manufacturing, and natural 
resources. These industries have sustained families and communities for 
generations. As data center development continues to accelerate across the 
state, I believe Ohioans deserve a transparent and honest discussion about 
the long-term costs and consequences associated with these projects. 

I am an opponent to anymore proliferation of Data Centers across beautiful 
Ohio. Ohio has always been known as an agricultural, wildlife, and 
manufacturing state. However, with “Big Tech” influence the future for Ohio 
seems to be different than what most Ohioans had in mind. Ohio is number 6th 
in the nation for data center proliferation! All the farmers I have talked to do 
not want Data Centers, and local elected officials are concerned in my 
hometown of Tiffin. A matter of fact many of the Ohio Farm Bureau members 
at the county level are completely against data centers. Also, the city of Tiffin 
placed an immediate 12-month moratorium on a newly proposed data center. 
However, other cities and villages are not putting moratoriums in place but 
instead take the “dangled carrots” and move on. The reality is that no public 
subdivision can begin to compete with the money and armies of attorneys 
that Data Center Developers have. That is precisely why I am here today. All of 
you Representing your Constituents at the state level were elected to be a 
voice for the people. 

Currently, House Bill 116, Enact the Ohio Blockchain Technology Basics Act 
sits in the Senate Committee. This addresses data mining, taxation, and 
regulation of digital assets. The bill starts off with implementing all legal 
framework for digital assets, which is usually recognized with 



cryptocurrencies, bitcoin, etc. What is data mining? One of the ways that data 
mining is implemented is with what is called “Proof of Work”, this was 
patented by Microsoft and measures a person’s body heat and brainwave 
activity to determine “Proof of Work”. This is something that is used in bitcoin 
mining operations and social credit scores, like the social credit system used 
in China. 

What is extremely interesting is the narrative I keep hearing is, that if we don’t 
build data centers in Ohio, then they will be built in other countries like China. 
Then come to find out that in Ohio we have Chinese operating data centers 
setup with “Proof of Work” already. 

Then located on page 40 of HB 116 it states in paragraph B that any Digital 
Asset Mining Business may operate in any area of this state that is zoned for 
industrial use, provided the digital asset mining business meets the 
requirements for industrial use. Just so we are clear, Digital Asset Mining 
Businesses are Data Centers. It goes a step further on Page 40, paragraph E, A 
Digital Asset Mining Business that believes a political subdivision rezoned or 
redistricted parcels in a manner that discriminates against the business may 
appeal the rezoning and redistricting to the court of common pleas of the 
county. This is giving a legal strong arm for Digital Asset Mining Businesses in 
Ohio to proliferate more easily. 

Across Ohio some local elected officials are listening to their constituents, 
and rezoning in a manner that prevents future data centers from forcing their 
way in. These massive facilities will ruin property values and make it extremely 
difficult to sell a home in the future. For example, I spoke with an individual 
that was looking to move into Monroeville, but once she heard a data center 
was being proposed she started to reassess her move.  

Furthermore, when I attended a Data Center meeting in Monroeville, Ohio I 
discovered clarity and confirmation that Digital Asset Mining Businesses are 
Data Centers. Then received more confirmation from a data center expert that 
since the Ohio statute recognizes Data Centers as Critical Infrastructure, that 
if the governor declares an energy emergency/crisis homeowners, small 



businesses, and farms could have their energy curtailed in order to supply 
enough energy for the data centers. 

Water and Energy consumption are critical issues with modern data centers, 
which require substantial amounts of electricity and water to operate 24/7. 
Ohioans deserve clear and transparent information regarding water usage, 
electrical demand, infrastructure requirements, and potential impacts on 
residential consumers, agriculture, and local utilities. 

Data Centers are known for utilizing massive amounts of energy. Most 
medium to larger data centers require 25 Gigawatts to 1 Terawatt. To provide 
this sort of energy to data centers, I can imagine it becomes necessary to set 
up infrastructure where larger high tension power lines would be required to 
sustain the amount of energy needed. This would allow eminent domain 
practices to be used.  

For example, according to research 1 Gigawatt is the approximate equivalent 
of energy to power 300,000 cellphone towers. To put this in perspective, a 50-
Gigawatt Data Center would require the equivalent of 15 million cellphone 
towers in order to operate. Now, take the 220 approximate data centers built 
and being built currently, and that number is 3.3 Billion cellphone towers!  

Sometimes the deadliest threats are the ones that we can’t see. EMR and EMF 
radiation are real threats. When you take a large footprint and a massive 
amount of continuous flowing energy into one centralized location you create 
a large footprint of non-ionizing EMR and EMF Radiation that can emit up to a 
2-mile radius. This information is cited research from the International Journal 
of Entomology Research, NIH, and Environmental Health Trust. Scientific 
evidence already has proven that even low non-ionizing levels are deadly to 
honeybees, pollinators, and birds. However, even long exposure rates of non-
ionizing EMR and EMF radiation are detrimental, and since data centers run 
24/7 this would be considered long exposure to even a person that lived up to 
a 2-mile radius. These same concerns about EMR and EMF radiation were 
brought up recently at a hearing between US Senator Josh Hawley and HHS 
Secretary RFK Jr, stating that these are real concerns across the nation and 



confirming that they have evidence supporting the effects of EMR and EMF 
being detrimental to human health. 

Furthermore, when constituents are told that their property values will go up, 
because they live near a Data Center, that could be further from the Truth! The 
Truth is nobody wants to live next to a massive noisy data center. 

The National Security Memorandum that the AI Executive Order sits within 
says in the overview: Through the memorandum agencies are directed to 
improve services to the public while maintaining Strong Safeguards for Civil 
Rights, Civil Liberties, and Privacy. This means that state laws, including those 
enacted by Ohio, must comply with federal regulations and directives. 
Therefore, as I understand, any Ohio statute that conflicts with a National 
Security Memorandum would be invalid. In summary, state leadership should 
be protecting our Constitutional Rights instead ushering in whatever Big Tech 
desires. 

With so many questions surrounding surveillance state and AI. I came across 
a document from ARC (the Aerospace Research Central) titled “ Dynamic 
Charging Stations for Autonomous Service Drones in Smart Cities”. This 
document is filed with the Department of Interior. The document describes 
how drones use both dynamic and static charging stations. Right now, some 
data centers use autonomous aerial drones to deliver packages, and when 
they travel they are collecting every bit of data over a person’s home or 
neighborhood. Also, this proves that some data centers are being utilized as 
autonomous drone recharging stations. The addition of autonomous ground 
surveillance drones are being manufactured by Boston Dynamics and will be 
implemented on the ground at data centers. It is estimated that in 5 years the 
US will lose 20 million jobs to AI and 300 million globally to AI. In fact, AI 
security analysts are going to be replaced by AI in 2 to 3 years, because AI is 
learning so rapidly.  

Also, why is there no cut-off number for how many AI Data Centers are 
allowed to be built? Is it an infinite number, or is it government applying the 
traditional approach of being reactive, instead of proactive?  



Let’s take a step back and see what Data Centers take from Ohio. They use 
millions of gallons of fresh water, create noise pollution 24/7, destroy 
constituent’s private water wells and emit non-ionizing EMF radiation 24/7 up 
to a 2-mile radius. Data Centers will increase the use of eminent domain 
practices in order to set up more high-tension power lines and large 
transformers to sustain the amount of energy consumption required for data 
centers.   

As of 2025, Ohio is home to approximately 404,575 Amish. Making Ohio the 
second largest population for Amish in the United States. This is an incredibly 
large constituent base that relies heavily on agriculture and wildlife for their 
way of life. 

Ohio is known as the Heart of it All. Let us protect the Heart and set the 
standard for Good Stewardship of God’s creation! 

I respectfully urge this committee to place Ohio families, Ohio farmers, Ohio 
property owners, and future generations at the center of this discussion. The 
question is not simply how many data centers Ohio can build. The question is 
what kind of Ohio we want to leave behind for those who come after us. 

Thank you for your time and consideration 


