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My name is Austin. I am volunteer with Conserve Ohio. I’m also a committee-member and a co-
drafter of the statewide data-center petition. I am going to tell you why I decided to do these
things.

I am a man of privilege in this country. I believe I was also lucky enough to be born with a
special gift of intelligence. I understand certain things well. I got straight A’s in school. I was a
national merit scholar. I got academic scholarships and became well-educated. And when [ was
fifteen and a half, I started working. I worked at a Mexican restaurant, a vitamin shop, an adult
go-cart track, an amusement park, a fast-food restaurant, a coffee-shop, a children’s home, a
university, a law firm. I worked my way through night-law school and became an attorney. My
wife and I raised our kids during that time, and are raising them still.

We’ve struggled to make ends meet, and while struggling, we’ve had to make difficult choices
with no good options, and even then, ends sometimes still didn’t meet.

I’ve also struggled as a father, as a husband, and as a man in this country. I struggle to this day.

Yet, I continue to hold onto the dream of a peaceful life, with happiness and freedom. One that
depends on the functioning of a system of neighbors, benevolent to each other, to form into
something greater than any one person. A society.

I have worked myself to the bone, buying in to the hope that such a dream is not just a dream. So
have all these people here around me.

And now we are all here so you can find out facts about data centers. You should have found out
about them years ago, before they descended on us en masse. That was your job. But you didn’t.
Instead, we had to find out about them, on top of working ourselves to the bone just to make ends
meet. We had to find out and speak out only for you to now form your committee, at the eleventh
hour.

I have now seen first-hand how elected officials across this state lie, backchannel, misdirect, and
gaslight their communities when people raise concerns about what is happening around them.

I am not at all surprised by the greed of corporations operated on principles adverse to the human
condition. But I am surprised by those who took an oath to represent us, the people, and to
advance our interests, our hopes and dreams, who are now advancing the interests of those
adverse to us by allowing hundreds of data centers into our state before you decided to see “what
reality is” about them. Those are Mr. Chavez’s words. Those whose speech you listen to is ours,
not theirs: that is your duty. But by the very fact that you have invited them into this house,
which is OUR house, in a “fact-finding effort” without first even pausing the developments like
we’ve all been asking, YOU have failed us in that duty.

And my heart is broken for that failure. And in that failure I see people in terror, in pain, in an
aching uncertainty for the future. All those things are in me too.
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But if history has taught one thing, it is that the recourse does not lie in the terror, the pain, or the
aching uncertainty. The recourse lies in action. And that is why we have invoked Ohio’s
constitution, the highest law of the people here, and the instrument which our founders gave us
as a tool to help ourselves.

We are not radicals backed by foreign interests. I think in your hearts you know that. We are your
neighbors. All the choices of your lives have led you precisely to the seats you are sitting in right
now, and you have choices to make yet. After all the developers and the firms and the companies
have come and gone, and whatever is going to happen with us has happened, and we have all
lived our lives, all we’ll have, in the end, is each other, and the memories and the stories that we
pass down about each other. What stories should we tell about you? I hope they are about how it
wasn’t too late, and about how you made the choice — with the power that we have vested you
with — to stand up and stand with your neighbors.

We are standing up and acting for us, for each other, and for a dream of communion, which was
never just a dream.

Thank you.



