
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Pamela Kreigh, I am a North Olmsted Ohio 
resident, and I am strongly opposed to the development of data centers in Ohio.

I grew up in Ohio and live here now. My career took me to live in four other states over the years but I 
always moved back to Ohio because of its abundant natural beauty, the way the people care for each 
other, and the opportunity to have the benefits of living in a rural setting with a city only a short drive 
away.

It’s likely that data center construction will be a hot topic for the mid-term elections. People want to 
know that their communities are protected from having data centers built in them. Property values in 
protected communities will rise. Protected communities will be viewed as safer, cleaner, and more 
desirable than communities that allow data center proliferation. 

Data centers have the potential to ruin Ohio’s unique appeal. They have a destructive impact on the 
environment, are disastrous for home energy costs and are devastating to people’s quality of life 
nearby.

The rapid expansion of AI infrastructure is the main contributing factor to the surge in data center 
construction. As people are learning more about data centers, they’re also learning that the public is 
footing the bill for “free” AI in more ways than one. Every 100-word AI prompt is estimated to use 
roughly one bottle of water. It’s come to light that the subsidies from tax breaks given to data centers 
in Ohio far exceeds projections. 

Already across the country, communities that have data centers are facing steep drops in quality of life 
and property values. One community near Lake Tahoe was given notice by their utility company that 
they would stop providing power to the community in order to supply more energy to nearby data 
centers. 

The rapid rise of data centers is also a public health concern. Air, noise and water pollution from data 
centers can come with health problems for humans. Long-term impacts may include increased risk of 
respiratory disease, cardiovascular disease, mental health struggles, stroke, diabetes and adverse 
reproductive outcomes like miscarriage and stillbirth. 

Data centers are bad for the economy, bad for the environment, and bad for healthy populations. I ask 
you to consider my testimony and vote against data centers in Ohio. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to testify. 
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https://www.10tv.com/article/news/investigations/10-investigates/central-ohio-energy-bills-rising-data-
centers/530-ce419e34-5977-4a81-8601-5aa7a4ce10c3

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/economy/ohio-governor-pauses-data-center-tax-breaks-after-
giving-away-far-more-than-expected/ar-AA24jdnL

https://sustainabilitydialogue.uchicago.edu/news/data-centers-pollution-and-the-communities-left-
behind/

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2603.02705

https://www.newsweek.com/map-data-centers-built-drought-hit-
areas-11997520#Echobox=1780055336

https://www.newsweek.com/erin-brockovich-asks-americans-for-help-as-she-launches-data-center-
map-11989813

https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/climate/articles/10.3389/fclim.2026.1648912/full
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