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Senator Co-Chair Holmes, Chavez and members of the Select Committee on Data 
Centers,  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding the Ohio data center expansion 
controversy. 

My name is Melinda Zemper of West Chester, Ohio. I am a board member at Save Ohio 
Parks, a statewide nonprofit organization dedicated to educating the public about the 
health, environmental and planet-warming risks of fracking under our state parks and 
public lands. 

I’m writing these comments to you at 4:30 am. Sunday morning to meet the noon deadline 
for submission today. Why 4:30 a.m.? Because I have two grandchildren, ages five and 19 
months. My husband and I have them at our home for a sleepover this weekend and the 
children will be awake and ready to play about 7 a.m. Our family room is scattered with 
couch cushions and Legos, a doll cradle and children’s books. Their beauty and innocence, 
their love, dependence and trust in us makes these years among the best years of our lives. 

One of our favorite books is the classic children’s board book, “I am a Bunny,” by Richard 
Scarry. The book talks about how the bunny loves each season: picking flowers in the 
spring; chasing butterflies in summer; watching colorful leaves falling from the trees in 
autumn; and snow falling from the sky in winter. 

I read this book to our own children in the early 1990s and it always filled me with a sense 
of peace that all was beautiful and neat and ordered in the world; I read it now to our 
grandchildren with that peaceful wonder now mixed with deep sorrow because I wonder, 
will this book be true just a few years from now? 

Will we have four seasons in Ohio by mid-century? Will our children and grands experience 
snow after 2035?  

These are the among the questions you should ask yourselves as you decide policy on data 
center proliferation, especially centers run on natural gas fracked from Ohio state parks 
and public lands. Methane emissions and particulate from gas leaks, flares and accidents 
from point of natural gas fracking in Appalachian Ohio to generation at data centers harm 
our health, our air and water and environment. Greenhouse gases also contribute to 
climate warming and climate change. 



Climate change is here, and it's not going away. This summer will likely continue the same 
pattern of the last three summers as the hottest on record. This summer will likely be the 
fourth year in a row that global temperatures exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius warming. While 
cautious scientists will likely not “call it” until temperatures exceed 1.5 degrees warming 20 
consecutive years, you only have to look outside your front door to know it is here. 

Our seasons are out of sync with our traditional experience and knowledge of them. We 
have less snow in winter and ice is no longer thick enough to ice skate on Ohio ponds. My 
daffodils have bloomed as early as January, and this year a late snow killed the lilac buds 
on our lilac bush. We’ll have no blooms this year. This is all due to carbon dioxide and 
methane gas emissions, which are both greenhouse gases. Methane alone is 86 percent 
more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat in the atmosphere. Climate warming has 
shot up like a hockey stick over the last 15 years since natural gas fracking became 
ubiquitous.  

Excessive heat is causing more hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, drought, more flooding 
from melting glaciers and heated oceans. And heated oceans upset nature’s exquisite 
temperature calibration necessary for coral reefs to survive—which support all marine life 
from krill to the whales that feed them. 

A month ago, my husband and I went to the U.S. Virgin Islands to snorkel on St. Thomas and 
St. John’s islands. We wanted to enjoy the blue skies, calm blue waters and colorful marine 
life and coral under legendarily beautiful seas. All the tourist literature told us this, and we 
wanted to experience it ourselves. 

What we experienced was shocking. We snorkeled five recommended beaches. On the 
first beach, the celebrated Megens Bay, instead of gloriously colorful fishes, waving sea 
grasses, and sea turtles, we saw a monochromatic gray ocean floor devoid of aquatic life. 
One lone sea turtle slid along the gray ocean bottom, two small sharks attached to its shell.  

Each of the other beaches was similar. The coral reefs are dying. It’s one thing to read about 
this happening, another to experience it. The farther we swam out, past buoyed swimming 
areas, past small boats anchored in the bays, where the dark blue rims of coral reefs and 
deeper, colder water were, was where we began to see more healthy and colorful aquatic 
life.  

Out there, I’d estimate the reef was about 50 percent healthy. Yet tourist literature and our 
federal government are not admitting this. They ignore and dismiss climate change. A 
fellow snorkeler I spoke to in the water who has been coming to the Virgin Islands for years 
told me the reefs haven’t been healthy since hurricanes in 2017. I asked him if he knew 
when he thought they’d recover; he didn’t have an answer.  



So I ask you, do you honestly think our oceans’ reefs—the keystone to our global fishing 
industry, which is the primary source of food for half our planet-- will recover at all—if ever-- 
if we continue on an energy track that embraces and promotes fossil fuels?  

Other writers have provided compelling reasons to stop using fracked natural, or methane 
gas, to power data centers. I would like to focus on this latest information:  

More than 92 percent of all the energy added to the global grid in 2025 was renewable 
energy-- wind and solar, according to the International Renewable Energy Agency. 
Renewable energy is cheaper, reliable with battery storage and low- to no-emissions 
compared to fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas. 

The global phase out of fossil fuels is already here. Ohio needs to embrace the energy 
future, and it is renewable. 

If this committee is determined to expand data centers in Ohio, I have some suggestions.  

I urge you to run them 100 percent on renewable energy and require data center developers 
in every community they operate in to conduct baseline air, water and soils testing before 
construction and regular monitoring through the life of the project to protect our air, 
drinking water, soils and state parks and public lands in perpetuity.  

That testing should include chemicals and isotopes like radium, radon and PFAS. If levels 
exceed safe levels set by EPA scientists before 2025 (before our federal government issued 
executive orders to kill environmental protections from the 1970 Clean Air Act and 1972 
Clean Water Act era and gutted federal agency climate science funding), then data center 
owners should be held responsible to mitigate the health and environmental effects of 
these data centers by installing pollution controls or close down operations. 

Each individual on this data center committee has the power to choose to be a climate 
hero or climate villain. It’s as simple as that.  

We are living in a divisive political climate in which the Republican Party is currently looked 
upon as the radical-right party pushing fossil fuels and gutting environmental protections 
while the Democratic Party is looked upon as the inclusive, yet timid party so afraid of 
losing crucial elections it won’t even say the words “climate change” aloud when it talks 
about data centers and natural gas fracking. Both parties need to wake up and smell the 
coffee. 

We all know Big Tech and Big Oil have more money than the vast majority of everyone alive 
on the earth today. They drive the stock market and influence our governments. But they 
do not vote.  



I ask you to buck party politics as you develop an energy and operations policy surrounding 
data center development in Oho. And before you craft policy, think of the reality in front of 
your eyes as well as the future before us.  

The United Nations Environment Programme has told us we must cut our greenhouse gas 
emissions by 40 percent by 2030 in order to mitigate the worst effects of climate change. 

That’s a subtle way of saying, get a move on. The planet is in bad shape; be one of the 
helpers.  

In closing, I must admit I don’t mind being up at 4:30 a.m. In fact, I relish the opportunity 
and privilege to communicate with this committee. Speaking truth to power and stating the 
facts is all important.  

Reducing fossil fuels and expanding renewable energy quickly is the most critical issue on 
the planet. It’s especially urgent for our collective children and grandchildren-- who are our 
future on this planet. They will either praise us for our energy decisions on this and other 
climate issues, or condemn us. 


