
Testimony on House Bill 646 

 

Co-Chair Holmes, Co-Chair Chavez, and members of the Select Committee on Data Centers, my 
name is Kristin Allen, and I am an organizer of the community group Sidney Citizens for Responsible 
Development in Shelby County. I live in Shelby County with my husband and three children. My 
husband is a fourth-generation farmer and, God willing, our children will follow in their father's 
footsteps, stewarding the land as the fifth generation on our land. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on HB 646. I watched the previous testimony live 
and was impressed by the speakers and topics. I understand this committee will likely hear from 
many experts who can provide statistics, projections, and technical analysis. My testimony is 
offered in support of stronger statewide guardrails so that communities are not left to discover 
these projects only after the major decisions have already been made. I would like to focus on 
something equally important: the human impact of data centers—not the hypothetical impact, but 
the real impact being experienced in communities today. 

Our community of Sidney, Ohio, has a population of approximately 20,000 people. We have a strong 
manufacturing presence, as well as logistics, distribution, and, of course, agriculture. Shelby 
County is reported to have the highest manufacturing employment per capita in Ohio, with major 
employers such as Honda, Airstream, and Copeland. We have more than 200,000 acres of 
farmland and a strong blue-collar and skilled-trades workforce. We are a collection of small 
communities scattered throughout the county, with more than half of our residents living in rural 
areas. 

We value community, family, excellent schools, great sports teams, and hard work. The words "data 
center" were never mentioned at the dinner table, the ball field, or at church until last October, 
when our local elected leaders voted to approve an AWS data center on a 240-acre piece of 
farmland on the east side of our town. 

If you were to look at a map of Sidney, you would see that the east side consists of the city's 
industrial growth corridor. But that area is more than an industrial corridor. It is also residential 
neighborhoods, rural homes, and family subdivisions. This 240-acre piece of farmland was rezoned 
and annexed through emergency measures to broker this deal with Amazon. Up until October, 
residents of the city, the adjacent subdivision, and neighboring farms had zero knowledge that their 
new neighbor would be a mammoth seven-building data center because everyone involved—from 
township trustees to county commissioners to city council members—said they did not know what 
was being planned for the former Joslin farm. 

Fast forward to today and the reason I am here. Over the past eight months, our community group 
has asked our elected leaders for transparency, a seat at the table, community benefits, and 
respect. To date, we have received none of those things. We have repeatedly been met with 
references to NDAs, trade secrets, privileged information, and deflections to other layers of 
government. 

 



After six months of asking for a moratorium, a delay, or simply a pause to allow the public to 
understand the project, our city council unanimously approved both the Amazon Development 
Agreement and Utilities Agreement. As of today, my public-records case against the City regarding 
records delays remains ongoing. Just like many in other communities across Ohio, I am pursuing 
that case pro se while the City and Amazon are represented by major law firms. When I tell you that 
I have been challenged, humbled, and frustrated throughout this process, it would be an 
understatement. 

At the site of the former Joslin farm, dirt is being moved, the historic farmhouse and barns are 
preparing to be demolished, and adjacent neighbors are dreading the prospect of having a military-
like steel structure less than 100 feet from their homes. 

Neighbors like Betty and Rob, who care for their grandson at their home. They are watching his safe 
and private backyard playground be transformed into a loud, intrusive, intimidating industrial 
complex. Down the road is Sharon, who has worked and invested in her home for decades. It has 
always been her sanctuary, a place that brought her peace and happiness. Now, because of the 
behind-the-door handshakes, the non-disclosure agreements, and the arrogance of elected 
officials, that sense of security is being stripped away because Amazon looked at a map and put a 
target on Sidney. 

Please understand that when a community hears it is getting a data center, it is likely rarely received 
as an announcement of excitement. It is not a shout-from-the-rooftops moment like we celebrate 
other good news. More often, it is met with disbelief, opposition, and disappointment that a 
multibillion-dollar company was able to secure a deal that offers relatively few jobs, no meaningful 
community benefits, is a threat to our valuable resources and has terms that appear to favor the 
corporation over the residents who will live with the consequences. 

As this committee considers how Ohio can continue to grow and support technological 
advancement, I ask that you also consider the human cost when growth occurs without meaningful 
public participation or accountability. The culture surrounding these projects must change from 
one in which decisions are dictated to communities to one in which communities are genuine 
partners in the process. 

I ask this committee to ensure that no Ohio community is placed in this position again. Before a 
data center project is approved, residents should receive meaningful notice, access to public 
records, independent environmental and infrastructure impact reviews, and a genuine opportunity 
to be heard before irreversible decisions are made. Adjacent property owners should be properly 
notified before annexation, rezoning, or incentive agreements are approved. Elected officials 
should not be bound by non-disclosure agreements that limit transparency and public 
accountability. Communities should have the ability to negotiate enforceable community benefit 
agreements that address the impacts they will bear. 

Growth should not require residents to sacrifice their homes, their peace, their farmland, or their 
trust in government. 

 



We are not opposed to progress. We are opposed to being excluded from decisions that 
permanently change our community. 

And if this committee wishes to understand what these decisions mean beyond the spreadsheets 
and projections, we welcome you to visit Shelby County and meet the residents who will be directly 
impacted. Unlike big tech, we are an open book. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


