
Greetings, 

I am submitting this written testimony due to the lack of notice and my inability to obtain 
time away from work to present in person. I strongly oppose the continued expansion of 
data centers in my community, throughout surrounding counties, and across the State of 
Ohio. 

I would like to begin by reminding everyone of Ohio's slogan: "The Heart of It All." When 
visiting Ohio's tourism website, one finds pages dedicated to charming towns, local 
festivals, parks, museums, family-owned businesses, golf courses, water recreation, and 
the natural beauty that makes our state unique. The themes promoted are community, 
heritage, beauty, and quality of life. 

Do you know what is not featured or promoted? Data centers. 

Is this what we want Ohio to become known for? Massive industrial development with long-
term impacts on our farmland, water resources, electrical infrastructure, air quality, and 
quality of life? Is this truly the future Ohio is choosing with such limited input from the 
residents who live, work, and raise families here? 

The hypocrisy is difficult to ignore. Ohio has actively marketed itself as a place of 
opportunity, community, and stewardship. Yet residents are now being told that large-scale 
industrial projects will move forward regardless of local concerns. 

We should also examine the enormous tax incentives granted to data center developers. 
Ohio has forfeited billions of dollars in potential tax revenue through exemptions and 
abatements tied to data center construction. Meanwhile, if an ordinary Ohio resident 
underpaid their taxes by even a small amount, they would receive notices, penalties, 
collection efforts, and potential legal consequences. Large corporations are welcomed 
with red carpets and financial incentives, while Ohio residents are expected to bear the 
costs and consequences. 

It is now up to this body to address the mistakes created through inadequate oversight, 
insufficient regulation, and legislation that has failed to protect Ohio communities. Far too 
many elected officials have looked residents in the eye and effectively told us to accept 
these developments whether we agree with them or not. That is not representation, and it 
is not accountability. 

We do not want uncontrolled data center development in our communities, our counties, 
or our state. 

I value farmland. I value clean water and clean air. I value responsible stewardship of 
natural resources. I value homeownership, local businesses, and opportunities for Ohio 



residents. I value the quiet, peaceful character of the communities that make Ohio special. 
I value the same qualities that Ohio promotes to attract families and businesses to our 
state. 

I am asking you to fix this. 

I want stronger regulations and meaningful oversight. I want transparency. I want 
environmental protections that are enforced. I want workplace safety standards upheld. I 
want the law applied equally to everyone, regardless of wealth or corporate influence. I 
want accountability for the tax revenue that has been sacrificed—revenue that could have 
supported schools, libraries, roads, parks, public safety, and essential community 
services. 

The responsibilities associated with your positions are significant. The decisions made 
today will impact Ohio residents for generations. You now have an obligation to address the 
consequences of policies that have displaced families, strained local resources, increased 
infrastructure demands, and left communities feeling ignored. 

Residents are already reporting concerns about water availability, electrical grid reliability, 
environmental impacts, and declining quality of life. Some families depend on reliable 
power for critical medical equipment. Others have watched their communities 
fundamentally change without meaningful participation in the decision-making process. 

You are responsible for protecting Ohio's future and ensuring that economic development 
does not come at the expense of the people who call this state home. 

I ask that you prioritize Ohio residents over corporate interests. I ask that you restore 
transparency, strengthen oversight, and ensure that future development aligns with the 
values Ohio claims to represent. 

The residents who have submitted testimony, attended hearings, and spoken out on this 
issue will continue to hold elected officials accountable for the decisions made regarding 
data center development. We expect action, not excuses. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Christina Egan 

9743 Ramm Road 

Monclova, Ohio 43542 

 


