
 

Dear Chairperson and Members of the Select Committee on Data Centers, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding the development of large-scale 

data centers in our community. 

I am a resident of Hilliard Ohio and I live approximately 2300 feet away from an Amazon Data 

Center. At the time, 4 years ago, I did not think much of a Data Center moving into my 

neighborhood. But in the last year with the changes and additions of 158 fuel cells and 228 

diesel generators at the Data Center location I became worried. This WILL cause major 

pollution to the air around my neighborhood and the local elementary school. I now don’t think it 

was a good decision to place a Data Center at the Scioto Darby Creek Road location in Hilliard. 

How can prioritizing this Data Center with allowing the tax abatements and air pollution permits 

for this one facility - this BILLION DOLLAR corporation be allowed at the cost of thousands of 

HIlliard residents. We will be paying for it with our monthly increased AEP electric bills and 

increased Particulate Matter, Volatile Organic Compounds, and Carbon Dioxide pollution in our 

lungs - our health will suffer.     

I respectfully urge the committee to do a thorough assessment of its economic, environmental, 

and community impacts. Listening to residents that live near these Data Centers should be the 

largest component of the decision process as it affects the local residents the most.  

While data centers are often promoted as engines of economic development, the reality is that 

they provide relatively few permanent jobs compared to the substantial public resources and 

infrastructure they consume. Once construction is complete, many facilities employ only a 

limited number of full-time workers. As a result, local residents may bear significant costs 

without receiving proportional economic benefits. 

Data centers also place extraordinary demands on electricity infrastructure. These facilities 

operate around the clock and consume vast amounts of power, potentially increasing strain on 

the electrical grid and driving the need for additional generation and transmission capacity. 

Residents and small businesses should not be forced to shoulder higher utility costs or reduced 

grid reliability to accommodate private corporate operations. The Data Center closed to me will 

supposedly offset 15% of its electrical capacity with Fuel Cells - but at what cost! The pollution 

of these natural gas powered cells will emit 1.45 million pounds of Carbon Dioxide a day along 

with other chemicals that are not normally there in the air. All this for only 15% of electrical 

power seems like a terrible decision that I would personally not have signed up for.  

Water consumption is another serious concern. Many modern data centers require large 

quantities of water for cooling systems. In an era of increasing drought risk, changing weather 

patterns, and growing competition for water resources, approving projects that consume millions 

of gallons annually raises important questions about sustainability and long-term resource 

management. 



The committee should also carefully examine any requested tax abatements, subsidies, or 

preferential utility arrangements. Public incentives should be reserved for projects that provide 

substantial public benefits. Granting generous incentives to highly profitable corporations while 

local governments face competing demands for schools, roads, public safety, and other 

essential services deserves close scrutiny. 

Before approving any additional data center development, I urge the committee to require 

independent analyses of: 

• Long-term energy demand and grid impacts 

• Water consumption, air pollution, and sustainability 

• Noise, traffic, and environmental effects 

• Fiscal impacts of tax incentives and subsidies 

• Expected permanent employment and local economic benefits 

• Alternative land-use options that may provide greater community value 

Economic development should serve the interests of residents, taxpayers, and future 

generations. Given the significant concerns associated with Data Center development and the 

uncertain benefits provided to the broader community, I respectfully ask the committee to put 

stricter guidelines on Data Centers and include residents and local municipalities in this decision 

making as it affects us directly.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Annette Singh  

Hilliard, OH 43026 

May 31, 2026 

 


