
Greetings Committee Members,  thank you for the opportunity to speak in front of you today. 

Ohio's greatest outdoor treasure is The Buckeye Trail.  Perhaps because one can cross over 
Ohio's oldest bedrock layer at Ohio Brush Creek, meander over The Edge of Appalachia and 
into the ancient hills of the Lil Smokies of Ohio.  Once you get elevated in Shawnee State 
Forest, one can witness visible fault lines, where worlds collide at Davis Memorial, and 
experience the rural Appalachia charm in the Trail Town of Peebles.  After enjoying the southern 
hospitality of the small timber town, you trek through a complex impact structure and get a 
view of The Serpent Mound, the world's largest effigy mound.  This is where you come to be 
Wild at Heart, this is Adams County, Ohio and the place I call home.  The Buckeye Trail 
changed my life as it allowed me to find the MAGIC in the foothills and led to the formation of 
the 10th and final chapter of The Buckeye Trail, The Appalachian Foothills Chapter. 

Adams County serves as one the states critical strongholds for rare, endangered and climate 
resilient life, the "crown jewel" of ecological diversity in Ohio.  Where bald eagles fly and 
beavers are beavering on the creek.  I stand here before you today because that resilience is 
being threatened not just the ecological resilience but the Appalachian resilience and even 
worse by the ones who took an oath to protect and serve the State of Ohio and the people in it. 

Biodiversity comes to mind when thinking of Adams County which echoes that of Appalachia, 
but the magic in the foothills consists Rural Heritage, Community and in the case of Adams 
County, the OHIO RIVER WAY OF LIFE.   Another National Trail, a livelihood under threat by 
what is beginning to feel like a failing democracy, due to the core democratic principle 
seemingly null and void, especially when Data Dan dubbed it the Silicon Valley, not once but 
twice in his testimony Wednesday and those words dont sit well in the Ohio River Valley. 

On May 27, 2026 this joint legislative committee heard testimony from state departments 
heads of Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Mary Mertz and Ohio Consumer Counsel, 
Maureen Willis.  Each gave this committee enough reason for concern for you to call on 
Governor DeWineto PUSH PAUSE with further development and have Ohio Lead The Way in 
Responsible Development.  Instead the end of sessions that day concluded with him pausing 
on tax abatements and I'm here to tell you money isn't the issue, life for another 250 years is.   

It's these same failed pleas that have been happening at a local level all over our Great State, 
that caused 6 individuals, myself being one of them, to unite along the Ohio River and start this 
BLUEGRASS ROOTS MOVEMENT to Conserve Ohio.   

It has become the burden OF THE PEOPLE, to do the research, inform the public and in the 
case of Adams County even inform our commissioners of the potential environmental, financial 
and societal impacts these proposed large, hyperscale facilities bring to our communities.  So 
can I ask who is leading the way?  And the questions we have and concerns we have are the 
very same ones that led to this committee forming SO WHY ARE THEY STILL MOVING 
FORWARD with DEVELOPMENT, because as a state we have already established THERE ARE 
TOO MANY UNANSWERED QUESTIONS, thats why we are all here today. 

What really brings me here to stand before you today, that is my son.  He’s going to be 20 in 
August.  This is the part  where all the rest of the words come together, biodiversity, rural 
heritage, community and Ohio River Way.   Adams county sits along the Ohio River, in the 
county our primary aquifers those of which sit along our Great Lakes Region, sand and gravel 
aquifers.  The sand and gravel aquifers are not only the weakest aquifers in the state they also 
have the lowest recharge rate in the state as well.   Our water department has signed NDA’s, 
our commissioners are ignoring us, Soil & Water Conservation and others are scared to speak 
up to me for fear of loosing their jobs.  I get it I wouldn’t want to loose a pension and things 
associated with long term government positions.   



But MY SON just started his career in Adams County courts, and not just that he works with 
Juvenile Probation.  Over that last two years he and the kids have been working with me on 
The Buckeye Trail,  building bridges, literally, cleaning up trash on the road walks and riverfront 
of Ohio River Way.  Gets them in our kayaks to clean litter out of Ohio Brush Creek and 
excursions to Our National Wildlife Refuge at the River islands for them TO FALL IN LOVE 
WITH NATURE, as my favorite state naturalist, Jenny Richards likes to say.  Participates in the 
riverfront revival events, that are showcasing our rural lifestyles and heritages, in attempts to 
show the children they don’t too have to be trapped by the enigma of drugs and poverty 
Adams seems too have when instead we started focusing on the opportunities to be found in 
Ohio’s Appalachia.  AND MUCH OF THOSE ARE MEANINGFUL HIGH PAYING JOBS, 
protecting and CONSERVING the biodiversity Adams County Protects.   He is taking them to 
Community Clean Ups & just Friday we talked of getting them to our recently revamped 
Community Garden.   

If you can change one life you can change the world is what is says on a stone plaque outside 
here in The Statehouse grounds.  Please PUSH PAUSE with a statewide moratorium because 
there are too many unanswered questions, that’s why we are here.  These signatures will be 
nothing if a pause isn’t in place because they are targeting our rural UNZONED areas.  We are 
have formed zoning commissions, again EVERYTHING WILL BE BUILT OR GRANDFATHERED 
IN BY NOVEMBER and when Dan spoke of Co-Location in his speech the power plants of 
Killen and DP&L COME to mind and other speculated location further east towards 
Portsmouth.  Where does that leave our communities of Manchester and Rome I’ve seen New 
Albany been kicked out a couple times now.  As I rode the OHIO RIVER SCENIC BYWAY to 
Maysville for this outfit I wear today, I noticed a sign it said “Drinking Water Protection Area 
Report Spills” with a phone number.  Do you know what sits alongside, the proposed buck 
canyon project.  We all know what the nationwide permit does and eliminates the necessity of 
the wastewater treatment facilities.  DIRECTLY IMPACTING OUR DRINKING WATER.   

Please push pause and find a way to see the water consumption as Mary Mertz said we can’t, 
ALLOW HER TEAM to come down and assess our aquifers because to date no aquifer 
drawdown studies or hydrological impact studies have been done.  Our water department or 
Board of Health Cant answer our questions, our commissioners can’t and right now YOU 
CANT EITHER!  So it’s only fair to call for development to stop until these important questions 
are answered.  That’s not saying ohio is closing the door for business but as Maureen Willis 
said we would be leading the way responsibly.  Especially on Americas 250th anniversary it’s 
your job to make sure there’s life for another 250.  The core democratic principle FOR THE 
PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE and we are asking you DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP!  

Thank you for the opportunity today may you use your conscious mind today and make the 
right decision.  


