
 

Chair Chavez, Chair Holmes, and members of the Ohio Joint Committee on Data Centers, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. 

My name is Kim Murry, and I am a resident of Fulton County. I am also a member of Citizens for 
Responsible Development of Fulton County (C4RD) and Conserve Ohio. While I am proud to be involved 
with these grassroots organizations, today I am speaking as a citizen who cares deeply about the future 
of our communities, our farmland, our natural resources, and the people who call Ohio home. 

When people think about Ohio, they think about family farms, small towns, local businesses, parks, lakes, 
and the strong communities that make this state special. Ohio proudly promotes itself as "The Heart of It 
All." Yet increasingly, communities across our state are being asked to accept massive hyperscale data 
center developments with limited transparency, limited local input, and unanswered questions about their 
long-term impacts. 

I am not opposed to economic development. I understand that growth and investment are important. 
What I oppose is development that moves forward before communities fully understand the costs, the 
risks, and the consequences. 

Many residents feel like they are being asked to sacrifice farmland, natural resources, local control, and 
quality of life for projects that primarily benefit some of the largest corporations in the world. We are 
repeatedly told about the benefits, but far less attention is given to the burdens that local communities 
may be expected to carry for decades. 

One fact that continues to concern me is that Ohio dramatically underestimated the cost of data center tax 
exemptions. State officials originally projected a much smaller impact, yet the actual cost grew to more 
than $1.6 billion in forgone revenue in a single year—roughly $1.4 billion higher than expected and more 
than twelve times initial estimates. If we were that far off in estimating the financial impact, it raises 
important questions about what else we may be underestimating. 

Are we underestimating how much water these facilities will ultimately consume? Are we underestimating 
the long-term impacts on aquifers and local water supplies? Are we underestimating wastewater 
discharges and potential impacts on our environment? Are we underestimating future electricity demand, 
grid strain, emissions from backup power generation, and the costs that may eventually be passed on to 
Ohio residents? 

The reality is that we do not yet have complete answers to many of these questions. In some cases, the 
data simply is not being collected or reported in a way that gives policymakers and the public a full picture 
of the impacts. That uncertainty alone should give us pause. 

I am particularly concerned about Ohio's water resources. Water is not optional. It is not something that 
can be replaced once it is contaminated or depleted. Yet we currently do not have comprehensive 
reporting on how much water many data centers are using, nor do we have a complete understanding of 
the cumulative impacts that large-scale development could have on local aquifers, streams, and 
communities over time. 

I am also concerned about the unprecedented demands these facilities place on our electrical 
infrastructure. Data centers require enormous amounts of electricity, often on a scale that rivals entire 
communities. Before approving additional projects, Ohio should ensure that existing residents, farms, 
schools, hospitals, and businesses will not face increased costs or reduced reliability as a result of 
accommodating private development. 



Transparency is another major concern. Across Ohio, residents are often learning about these projects 
after negotiations have already begun. In some cases, nondisclosure agreements and limited public 
information have left citizens feeling excluded from decisions that may permanently alter their 
communities. Whether someone supports or opposes a project, every resident deserves access to 
information and a meaningful opportunity to participate in the process. 

Beyond infrastructure and environmental concerns, there is also a human cost. Families who have lived 
on the same land for generations face uncertainty about the future of their homes and communities. Rural 
residents worry about losing the character of the places they love. Neighbors find themselves divided. 
Trust in local government erodes when people feel decisions are being made behind closed doors. 

These concerns are not anti-business. They are pro-community. 

If these projects are truly beneficial for Ohio, they should be able to withstand public scrutiny, independent 
review, and meaningful public participation. Economic development should not come at the expense of 
transparency, accountability, or local control. 

I respectfully ask this committee to strengthen oversight of hyperscale data center development, require 
greater transparency, protect Ohio's water and energy resources, preserve local decision-making 
authority, and ensure that corporations—not Ohio residents—bear the full costs associated with their 
infrastructure needs. 

Most importantly, I ask you to consider a pause on additional large-scale data center approvals until Ohio 
has the information, regulations, and oversight necessary to fully understand and manage their impacts. 
We can always approve projects later if adequate protections exist. It is far easier to prevent problems 
than it is to fix them after the damage has already occurred. 

Ohio appears determined to become a national hub for data center development, but in the rush to attract 
investment, we risk moving faster than our oversight systems can keep up. Water, farmland, and reliable 
electricity are resources that Ohio families depend upon every day. Once those resources are damaged 
or depleted, the consequences can last for generations. 

We can live without being the data center capital of the United States. We cannot live without clean water. 

The decisions made today will shape Ohio for generations. I urge you to place the interests of Ohio 
families, farmers, landowners, taxpayers, and communities ahead of the interests of multinational 
corporations. 

Ohio's future should be determined by the people who live here, work here, raise families here, and care 
deeply about preserving what makes this state special. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted,​
​
Kimberly Kay Murry​
Fulton County, Ohio 

 


