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Chair Chavez, Chair Holmes, and members of the Joint Data Center Study 

Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony before your 

committee today. 

  

My testimony today is not guided by rumor, social media or foreign influence. 

As an Ohio resident who lives only two plots away from a massive data center 

on Whiley Road in Lancaster, Ohio, I am speaking purely from lived 

experience.  I’m not gesturing or operating on theoretical concerns, I am 

submitting testimony to help you to understand how these data centers impact 

real people in real life. 

 

Direct Impact: 

 

Disruption of the water table.  

• Our home was built in 1962 and has always had well water. We 

have lived in this home for ten years. Since the construction and 

commission of the Data Center in 2024, we have seen significant 

changes in our well water. We’ve had: 

o Significant increase in silt and sediment coming out of our 

well 

o To dig a deeper well to access clean water  

o Significant increase in maintenance to our whole house 

filters, R/O filters and water softener 

 



• This particular data center has 16 stacks that express steam 24-

7–and they are expanding! It would be impossible to create and 

replace that much steam without accessing more water. Whether 

the water is being pumped from on-site wells or through the City 

utilities, it’s still being drawn from the same aquifers. 

 

Increase in power bills (increase in kw rate) 

• Although our usage has been consistent, our rates have only increased 

since the commission of the data center.  

 

24-7 Light pollution 

• During construction, large stadium lights were temporarily installed to 

keep the area lit 24-7. They have since been replaced with permanent 

bright lights that put off nearly as much light as the entire city of 

Lancaster from afar. We used to enjoy dark starry nights, and are now 

forced to accept light pollution that lights up the entire sky for miles.  

 

24-7 Humming noise heard for up to 2 miles 

• There is a loud humming sound day and night. It’s very unnatural and 

obnoxious. 

 

Large and ugly buildings that ruin the landscape 

• These things are ugly. Our is literally built in our backyards, with nothing 

to shield the bright lights, noise, or industrial view. 

 

Lack of warning/local voice PRIOR to construction/approval 

• Despite attempts to be heard from residents, local elected officials and 

county commissioners do not seem to care about how this would affect 

us. Not only were we totally unaware of the construction of the data 

center prior to its commission, authorities have ignored us and even 



greenlit more of them–knowing how this one has impacted us. In fact, 

the response to the well water issue was, “don’t worry, maybe you can 

tap into city water sometime in the near future.” 

 

Increase in traffic 

• Despite living on a windy road with weight limits, large and noisy 

construction trucks are constantly driving on our road, disrupting the 

serene life we have always enjoyed. 

 

These data centers are bad news for local residents. They are ruining and 

stealing our water and negatively impacting our rural way of life. Many of us 

moved out here to escape the industrial city landscape and do not appreciate 

our farmland being replaced with buildings that have not brought us locals a 

single benefit. 

 

Proposed Regulations: 

 

1. Proper investigations into how and why our local aquifers are suffering 

and how to mitigate it. 

2. Require data centers to compensate local well owners for required 

upgrades (such as digging new/deeper wells) or additional water 

treatment equipment to ensure they can continue to have access to 

clean water. 

3. Require data centers to power themselves 

4. Repeal tax abatements since there are NO LOCAL BENEFITS to the 

residents who are forced to live by these facilities 

 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 

Elizabeth McNeese 


