Public Testimony on Data Centers — June 1, 2026

Dear Chairman Holmes, Chairman Chavez, and members of the Select Committee on Data
Centers,

Thank you for gathering a public meeting about data centers. It is much needed, and I hope this
meeting will be the first of many more.

Because I live in Worthington, I might not directly feel the impact of data centers — at least for a
while. However, [ am a property owner and a taxpayer, and it isn’t hard to see that the explosion
of data centers, especially in Central Ohio, will greatly impact all those who live in the area as
well as all Ohio taxpayers.

I am thankful for Gov. DeWine’s decision to pause any further tax breaks for data centers, but
already Ohioans have given far too much money to an industry billed as “job creation.” Do
they/will they actually create long-term jobs? Will the nature of those jobs mean that we need to
import talent from elsewhere? Will the impact on Ohioans be worth the investment?

I hope this select committee will take an objective, fact-based look at how data centers are
impacting Ohioans now and how they likely will impact us in the future if allowed to proliferate
unchecked.

Please engage experts who can provide a cost-benefit analysis and independently evaluate how
data center proliferation will affect Ohioans. Already, we have given up $1.6 billion in tax
revenue following concessions that were made in 2025. While our public services (schools, fire,
police, libraries, etc.) struggle, we are betting the farm on the hope that an explosion of data
centers will bring steady, long-term jobs without tallying the cost to farmers, community
services, our water supply, our electrical grid, and to our general health and welfare — both in the
near and longer term, as well as to the property values of those living near a center.

See https://www.occ.ohio.gov/factsheet/quick-facts-data-centers-ohio and
https://theoec.org/news-and-information/behind-the-data-boom-what-it-means-for-ohio-and-
what-oec-is-doing/

Data centers require significant amounts of electricity, and AEP projects that electricity needs
will double in Ohio by 2030. Legislation such as HB 706, for example, would be a step toward
insulating customers from rate increases caused by data centers. It would also make data centers
cover the utilities’ costs if projects are abandoned after utilities have made investments. These
safeguards are important. However, they do not address data center damage to the environment.
Please consider adding a provision to HB 706, or to other similar legislation, that would
encourage data centers to use wind and solar energy with energy storage backup. This would
minimize air pollution and protect our state parks from resorting to further fracking to feed data
centers.

Unfortunately, pending legislation such as SB 294, which is scheduled for a vote in the Senate
Energy Committee on Tues., June 2, would declare gas and nuclear to be “clean” energy, while
considering solar and wind energy as “unreliable” for purposes of energy siting. Gas, in
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particular, has been touted as “clean” energy, but can really only be considered “clean” in
relation to coal and oil. The fracking industry has been given both a green light and the red carpet
in our state, despite the damage it has been doing to us and our environment. See
https://energy4me.org/learn-about-energy/energy-sources/natural-gas/pros-and-cons/ and
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/3-big-myths-about-natural-gas-and-our-climate. At
the same time, solar and wind energy, which are reliable energy sources when used with storage
backup, are being sidelined. Ohio’s solar industries will be harmed by the passage of SB 294,
and tax credits that should be going to these much cleaner energy sources will be diverted to gas
and nuclear projects. Like it or not, admit it or not, we ARE experiencing a climate crisis. It is up
to our state leaders to stop feeding the very industry that continues to worsen the crisis.

Thank you for taking this first step by convening this meeting. I urge you to apply the brakes on
data centers, continue to listen to Ohioans, conduct independent evaluations, and develop

effective safeguards and restrictions before moving forward to welcome any more data centers to
Ohio.

Thanks for your consideration.

Deborah K. Cooper
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