
Good morning, esteemed county commissioners. My name 

is Angel Shelton, and I appreciate the opportunity to express my 

concerns regarding the proposed data center development in 

Sprigg Township, where I reside.  

The planned construction of data center buildings near 

Ginger Ridge Road, Lick Skillet, and the Stewart station, all within 

three miles of our farm. All three raise significant concerns. 

Specifically, the installation of new waterlines, which the water 

company has been instructed to implement without affecting our 

well or spring in any way.  

Additionally, these data centers claim to be “closed systems”; 

however, research indicates that they periodically release 

pollutants into the environment. Periodic “blowdown” or discharge 

of concentrated cooling water into our creeks, aquifers & the Ohio 

river, which may contain elevated levels of dissolved solids and 

treatment chemicals. As a resident who consumes water from our 

well and utilizes the spring for livestock, I am particularly 

concerned about the potential risks that these chemicals will have 

on the water both for the river and our spring. 

Our region's natural beauty, including its mountains, water, 

and trees, is a significant tourist attraction, generating revenue for 

our local economy. While job creation is essential for our area, it 

should not come at the cost of environmental degradation and 

public health risks.  

 

 

 



Many of us relocated to this rural area seeking peace and 

quiet, and we expect our elected officials to prioritize our well-

being and protect our land. The potential impact of data centers 

on our water supply, air quality, and agricultural productivity is 

substantial. Furthermore, the emissions from generators and 

diesel backup systems pose significant health risks, including 

asthma and respiratory illnesses, which I personally experience 

due to my asthma and COPD conditions.  

The ongoing land clearing and infrastructure upgrades, 

including grid upgrades, substations, and transmission lines, raise 

questions about the fairness of the cost burden being passed on 

to citizens. It definitely isn’t fair! Additionally, I question the 

fairness of the 100% tax abatement for 15 years granted to the 

data centers, while citizens are expected to bear the costs of 

water and electrical usage. 

Our community's concerns regarding transparency, public 

health, and environmental protection must be addressed. We 

urge our elected officials to prioritize our interests and protect our 

land and resources. Specifically, I would like to know how many 

residents of Adams County are employed now & in the future in 

the construction and operation of this data center.  

 I request that the data center's petition for support among 

Ginger Ridge and Sprigg Township residents be considered, but 

more importantly, I emphasize the need for a complete halt to the 

project unless it meets our community's terms. I seek assurance 

that our community's needs will be prioritized, and our land and 

resources will be protected. 


