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Chairman Holmes, Chairman Chavez, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding the placement of large AI data centers
in residential communities.

My name is Christina Camuendo, and I am a 23-year resident of Perry Township in Lake County,
Ohio. I am directly affected by a large data center proposal currently under consideration in my
community.

Perry is a close-knit rural community characterized by farmland, nurseries, parks, and
neighborhoods along Lake Erie. Residents chose to live in Perry because of its small-town
character, open space, natural resources, and quality of life.

Today, our community is facing a proposal for a large-scale data center campus on approximately
230 acres of the former Champion Farm property. According to public reports, the project has been
under discussion since 2024 and is proposed for land located adjacent to the Perry Public Library
and approximately one mile from Perry schools.[1] In 2025, Perry Village amended its zoning code
to allow data center campuses as an industrial use.[2] Public records subsequently confirmed the
existence of a nondisclosure agreement between village officials and entities associated with the
project's developer.[3] These developments have generated significant concern among residents
who feel they have not received sufficient information about the long-term impacts of the project.

Supporters emphasize potential economic benefits, including jobs and tax revenue. However, many
residents are asking a simple question: at what cost?

Noise and Low-Frequency Sound
Large data centers rely on extensive cooling systems, HVAC equipment, backup generators,
transformers, and other infrastructure that can operate continuously. Research and community
reports from data center locations across the country have raised concerns regarding constant
noise exposure, sleep disruption, stress, annoyance, headaches, and reduced quality of life.[4][5]

In addition to audible noise, researchers have begun examining the potential impacts of
low-frequency and infrasonic sound generated by large industrial facilities, including data centers.
While scientific understanding continues to evolve, residents deserve assurance that projects
located near homes, schools, libraries, and parks will not negatively affect health and
well-being.[4][5]

Air Pollution
Data centers depend on large backup generators to maintain operations during outages and other
grid events. These generators can emit particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, and other pollutants
associated with respiratory and cardiovascular health risks. Researchers have increasingly
examined the public-health costs associated with rapid AI infrastructure expansion.[6][7]

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF)
The electrical infrastructure required to power hyperscale data centers includes substations,
transmission equipment, and high-capacity power systems. These systems generate extremely low
frequency electromagnetic fields (ELF■EMF). Research continues regarding potential biological
interactions involving neurological function, oxidative stress, immune response, and certain



cancers.[8][9][10]

Community and Resource Impacts
Beyond health concerns, residents have raised legitimate questions regarding water consumption,
electrical demand, light pollution, property values, agricultural land preservation, and compatibility
with existing neighborhoods.

Perry is not an industrial corridor. It is a residential and agricultural community. The question before
policymakers is not whether technology is important. The question is whether industrial-scale AI
infrastructure belongs in close proximity to homes, schools, libraries, parks, and family
neighborhoods.

Request to the Committee
As an Ohio citizen directly affected by a proposed data center project, I respectfully urge this
committee to prohibit the construction of large AI data centers in residential areas. At a minimum, I
ask the General Assembly to establish a moratorium on new hyperscale AI data center projects
until comprehensive statewide siting standards, environmental review requirements, transparency
measures, and enforceable mitigation standards are adopted.

Ohio has an opportunity to support technological innovation while also protecting the health, safety,
property rights, and quality of life of its citizens. Those goals are not mutually exclusive.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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