
Co-Chairs Holmes and Chavez and members of the Select Committee on Data Centers, 
 
My name is Linda Wagner. I am a long-time resident of Ohio and a grandmother. I am strongly 
opposed to the rapid embracing of data centers in Ohio.  
 
I agree that AI is part of our future. I also believe that its expansion should not be allowed to 
develop at a rapid pace without considering its impact on our workforce and, most urgently, on 
the environment in which we live. We need to slow down the process. There should be no more 
approvals for data centers until such legislation, at the state and federal level, is in place. 
 
I have watched as the legislature in Ohio has made choice after choice supporting fossil fuel 
rather than investing in solar and wind. It is a choice that is now costing us dearly with the rapid 
development of data centers throughout the state. We should instead be insisting on parity in 
state and local law among all sources of energy generation, with the same provisions for state 
control and local input for oil, gas, solar, wind, battery storage, geothermal, and biomass. 
 
Many tax incentives have been offered to these large, very wealthy corporations, to bring them 
to communities. Promises of new jobs (which are very few long-term jobs, each with an almost 1 
million dollar price tag per job) have moved many communities to offer incentives. In reality, this 
should never be the case as the costs to the community at large are extensive. Tax benefits 
should, instead, be contingent on data centers compliance with safe air emissions, minimal 
noise, and efficient water use.  
 
Wealthy corporations need these data centers to support their business models. As such, they 
should bear the burden of expense, not taxpayers. We need to consider the impact of these 
centers on our natural resources and seek to provide guardrails for this development. 
 
It is unclear even if these data centers will be needed in the not-too-distant future. At that time, 
will communities be left with cleaning up the mess that has been left behind? 
 
My grandchildren are depending on the legislature, not to make money for billionaires, but to 
ensure that there is a country for them to grow up in. 
 
I ask you to consider my testimony and vote to slow down the rapid development of data 
centers throughout the state, including a moratorium on new centers, and focus on robust 
legislation that protects Ohioans and the communities they live in. Thank you again for the 
opportunity to provide written testimony.  
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