
My name is Danielle Kinhalt. I live in Manchester, Ohio, which 
is in Adams County. and I am a mother, community advocate 
and lifelong river resident.

& You know, just because people didn’t care before doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t care now. Progress doesn’t start with 
being perfect-it starts with someone deciding something 
matters.

I’m thinking about my son, Henry, and the generations after 
him more than anything.

Some people say we already have industry, power plants, and 
pollution, so why worry now? If you ask me whether I would 
have protested some of those decisions back then, I would 
have. Yes maybe our community would have lost some 
money. But I’m sure many families wouldn’t have lost loved 
ones as early as they did to cancer. And I know the word 
“cancer” has touched more people in this room than it hasn’t.

My first real experience with that word came when I was 20, 
working as a CNA. I cared for a woman seven days a week 
for over two years, right up until hospice came in. She passed 
away from a cancerous brain tumor.

That wasn’t the last time I would hear that word.

Since then, I’ve lost my nana, my best pal Tommy Dryden, my 
uncle Neil, and my late boyfriend’s dad, Jim Bond. My papaw 
has had prostate & skin cancer. My Aunt Tonya fought and 
beat breast cancer. One of my dear friends, Chelsea is 
battling breast cancer right now. We recently lost a young boy 



to a rare brain tumor. Multiple children in our county are 
fighting serious illnesses. I’ve even had my own ovarian 
cancer scare.

So when people tell me not to worry, I can’t.

Our community already struggles with water quality concerns 
and health challenges. Why would we willingly accept 
additional risks when there are still so many unanswered 
questions?

The United States already has more than 4,000 data centers
—more than any other country in the world by a wide margin. 
We are not falling behind. We are not losing some race. 
America already leads the world in data center infrastructure. 
The question isn’t whether we can build more. The question is 
whether every community should be expected to sacrifice its 
water, land and quality of life so that we can.

The long term promises simply do not outweigh the risks for 
me.

I’ve lived on the Ohio River my entire life and in Manchester 
for the last eight years. My son Henry is two and a half years 
old. Last summer we spent so much time on the river. We 
skipped rocks, camped on the island, played in the water and 
made memories that I hope he carries with him forever.

But if there is even a chance that increased industrial activity 
could impact the river that my family depends on, my anxiety 
will never let me feel completely at peace letting him swim 
there.



And that breaks my heart.

The river is part of my childhood. It is part of his childhood 
now.

Please don’t take that away for big tech.

If we are going to grow, let’s invest in industries that work with 
our natural resources instead of placing additional strain on 
them. Let’s choose development that strengthens our 
communities without asking future generations to carry the 
cost.

We need a statewide moratorium on new data center 
development until we truly study the impacts of what has 
already been built. Before approving more projects, we should 
have clear, independent data on water use, energy demand, 
environmental impacts and long term effects on surrounding 
communities. Responsible planning requires understanding 
the consequences before expanding further.

Because when I look at Henry, I don’t see the next five years. 
I see the next 100.

And I believe he deserves clean water, a healthy environment 
and a community that chose to protect what will one day be 
on his and his generations shoulders. 

Thank you


