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Chairs Holmes and Chavez, Representatives and Senators, Good afternoon. Thank you for the 

opportunity to speak before you today. My name is Sherri Fahringer. I live in Commercial Point, 

in northern Pickaway County, about 20 minutes from here. It’s beautiful and I have met the 

most impressive people in the short time I’ve lived there, only one year. Good, smart, 

hardworking people who quickly accepted me as part of the community. 

It was several months after I moved into my new home that I heard the phrase ‘data 

center’. A neighbor told me of the plans for the land directly north of my neighborhood. The 

home builder did not tell me or my husband what they have known for a couple of years, 

Amazon was going to build a data center. In fact, homes are continually being built and new 

homeowners are only finding out about the data center plans on Facebook. I have spoken to 

several families who feel duped and cannot get out of the contract for their new home. They 

have all said that they would not have built their dream home in this development had they 

known about the data center. I would not have either. 

 When my neighbor first told me, I did not know what a data center was. When I heard of 

plans for a separate project 6 miles away in Ashville I volunteered to help the community and 

learn as much as I could. I quickly realized the gravity of the situation and knew life would be 

irreparably altered after construction began. Then I began to learn that this was happening 

across the entire state. 

 I’ll not go into all that I’ve learned in the countless hours I’ve spent researching, much of 

it has already been repeated. I can only speak to what is happening in my life and the lives of 

the great people of Pickaway County.  

 The data center in Ashville comes with its own power plant. Seventy six engines will burn 

natural gas 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. At least 40 of those massive engines, basically jet 

engines, are from a company that has never built engines for data centers before. These will all 

be located in close proximity to homes. The pipes carrying the gas will be situated very near 

our aquifer, from which we get our drinking water and also supplies nearby wells. The aquifer 

is already very vulnerable to contamination according to several of the state’s own sources.  



 Six miles away, in my home of Commercial Point, plans have now been submitted for an 

additional data center campus even closer to my neighborhood. Less than 1000 feet from my 

front door, many other houses even closer. Fifteen buildings, over 3 million square feet of data 

center, will stand where crops once grew. Half of those buildings will be equipped with 182 

diesel backup generators. The plans for the other buildings lack a lot of detail, and the 

community’s questions have still not been answered. 

 Eight miles away, in Grove City, yet another set of plans has been submitted. That’s 4 

hyperscale projects in a 14-mile radius, likely to be built at the same time. I have not found 

studies into the possible effects of such significant construction happening concurrently. I 

believe that is because this is new and extreme. Can our infrastructure handle this? Can our 

environment? 

 Of course, I have numerous concerns surrounding data centers, but I will say something 

quite wonderful has come from this crisis. Ohioans are coming together in unprecedented 

numbers from all walks of life. This is truly a bipartisan effort, and we have found our voices 

and realize our strength. Average people are doing extraordinary things. I would like to remind 

you that we all vote. More than that, we will encourage others to vote, we will run for office. 

Some of us will occupy those very seats. Take note of our names, you will hear of us again. To 

reiterate, my name is Sherri Fahringer, thank you for your time. 

  

 


