
Data Center Opposition Testimony 

Chair Chavez, Chair Holmes, members of the committee my name is Mark Gavin Sr., 
and I'm a resident of Ohio here to speak in opposition. 

I want to start with a number: $1.6 billion. That's what Ohio's data center sales tax 
exemption cost taxpayers in fiscal year 2025 alone. That is nearly ten times what the 
state originally projected. That money did not go to schools. It did not fix roads. It did not 
lower anyone's electric bill. It went to some of the wealthiest corporations on the planet, 
and Ohioans got nothing in return. 

House Bill 15 allows data centers fast-track approval for gas plants with no public 
notice, public hearing, nor input from local officials. And it's already being used. The 
state approved the largest fracked-gas fuel cell in North America to power an Amazon 
data center in Hilliard. This is next to homes, schools, and even an animal shelter. The 
community had no say. 

On Wednesday, an industry lobbyist told you that while A.I. is a large part of data center 
growth, it is just a part and that most of it was computing power. But if we look at Niles, 
Ohio. Bitdeer, a company that runs AI and Bitcoin mining data centers, is attempting to 
move into this community.  What does Niles get? Some construction jobs disappear 
when the building is done. After that, a massive facility that pulls enormous amounts of 
power and water, serves global tech clients, and answers to nobody in Trumbull County. 
I’m from Trumbull county. I was in Niles yesterday and I can tell you, we don’t have 
Crypto millionaires.  

This increase in data centers has also led to a direct increase in fracking in our state 
parks and public lands. Over 16,000 acres of Egypt Valley Wildlife area has been fast 
tracked for fracking alongside the expansion of behind the meter fuel cells like the one 
in Hilliard.  

This committee has a chance to change that. Follow Gov. Dewine’s lead and end the 
tax giveaway permanently. Give communities control over what gets built in their 
neighborhoods. Make these companies disclose what they're burning and what they're 
pumping before they break ground. 

And answer this question because no one has yet: 

What are the people of Ohio actually getting out of this deal? 

Thank you. I’m happy to take any questions. 


