
​Hi, my name is Ken Billig and I live in Newark Ohio​

​The surge of data centers in Ohio—currently exceeding 200 facilities—has sparked significant​
​local concern centered on four key areas:​

​●​ ​Infrastructure & Cost: Data centers consume massive amounts of electricity, straining the​
​power grid. This demand is projected to increase average residential utility bills by an​
​estimated $70 per month by 2028.​

​●​ ​Environmental Impact: These facilities require millions of gallons of water daily for​
​cooling, threatening local supplies and risking chemical pollution in waterways like Lake​
​Erie.​

​●​ ​Community Disruption: Residents report constant noise pollution from cooling systems​
​and the loss of valuable farmland as facilities expand into rural and suburban areas.​

​●​ ​Economic Imbalance: Despite receiving nearly $2.5 billion in tax incentives, data centers​
​create relatively few local jobs.​

​We have over 200 data centers now, and they are destroying valuable farmland and creating​
​constant noise pollution. I support the creation of the​​Data Center Study Commission​​under​
​House Bill 646​​, but I want you to go further and support​​a​​moratorium on new permits​​until​
​that study is complete.​

​We need to know how our water levels and power grid will be affected before we let more of​
​these facilities break ground.​

​Thank you for your time and consideration.​


