TESTIMONY TO THE OHIO HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON DATA CENTERS

My name is Jake Davis. [ am a citizen who has spent the last several months reviewing public
records, attending public meetings, monitoring local government proceedings, and speaking with
community members regarding a proposed data center development project involving Prologis
and property located in and around Trenton, Ohio.

My purpose in submitting this testimony is not just to oppose this technological development,
but to raise concerns regarding transparency, public participation, local control, and the ability of
citizens to obtain meaningful information about projects that may significantly affect their
communities.

Throughout my review of public records and public meetings, I observed a recurring pattern in
which major project decisions appeared to be advancing while residents struggled to obtain
timely information about the nature, scope, timeline, infrastructure requirements, and
governmental commitments associated with the project.

Many residents first learned of significant developments through informal channels, social
media, or last-minute agenda postings rather than through proactive public engagement. Public
concern has centered on issues including annexation, utility infrastructure, environmental
impacts, taxation, public services, and the long-term effects of large-scale data center
development on surrounding communities.

Through public records requests, I obtained communications indicating coordination among
private developers, local government officials, utility providers, and other stakeholders regarding
project-related activities. These records demonstrated that discussions and planning efforts were
occurring well before many residents understood the scale or implications of the proposed
development.

I also observed increasing reliance on executive sessions, economic development confidentiality
provisions, and statutory exemptions that limited the information available to the public. While I
recognize that certain negotiations may legitimately require confidentiality, the practical result
has been that residents often feel excluded from decisions that may have substantial and lasting
impacts on their communities.

One concern repeatedly expressed by citizens is that existing Ohio law may not adequately
balance legitimate economic development interests with the public's right to understand how
major projects are negotiated, what commitments are being considered, and how local
infrastructure, utilities, schools, emergency services, and taxpayers may be affected.

In multiple public meetings, residents raised concerns regarding transparency, accountability,
public notice, and meaningful opportunities for participation. These concerns were frequently
voiced by citizens regardless of their position on the project itself.

My experience has led me to believe that Ohio should carefully examine whether current laws
governing economic development confidentiality, annexation procedures, public records access,



and public participation provide sufficient transparency when projects of this magnitude are
proposed.

Large-scale data centers represent significant investments that may affect land use, electrical
infrastructure, water resources, taxation, emergency services, and local governance for decades.
The public deserves timely access to information necessary to evaluate those impacts and
participate meaningfully in decisions affecting their communities.

I respectfully urge the Committee to consider reforms that strengthen transparency, improve
public notice requirements, ensure meaningful public participation, and preserve public access to
governmental decision-making while still protecting legitimately confidential business
information.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony.

Jake Davis Citizen and Public Records Requester Trenton Area Resident



