
My name is Alicia Doty, and I am resident of Galena, OH. I live directly next to a proposed mega 
data center site, and I am writing to request that you implement regulations to mitigate the 
negative effects of data centers. I would also like you to consider regulations that restrict the 
size of data center sites in relation to the size of a community. No community - like Sunbury, OH 
- should have the right to annex land that will then make the city be composed of nearly 50% 
data center development. 
 
Across the country we are witnessing an explosion of data center development, and with this 
development comes the exploitation of our natural resources. Communities are experiencing 
water shortages and bans as a result of the massive amounts of water used to cool the servers 
of these technology centers. When the water is released, it contains chemicals that poison our 
waters and impact the health of our environment and citizens. Rather than lowering the 
standards of our water quality, the state should be increasing the standards to ensure the safety 
of our lands and people. The amount of water required should be transparent as well. 
Communities should not be realizing after the fact that data centers are using far more of their 
resources than originally indicated in planning or proposals. 
 
In addition to water impacts, the amount of electricity consumed by these massive centers is 
astronomical in comparison to homes. When a complex can use as much electric as a major 
metropolitan area of the state, the state should require the data centers to pay for the bill. This 
would help to keep the electric prices from rising exponentially for households. Rather than 
allowing diesel generators to run in an attempt to lower electric grid use, data centers should be 
required to be equipped with green electric generation like solar panels and wind turbines. While 
this will not fulfill all of their energy needs, it will lower the pressure on the grid and help to 
maintain the air quality standards that do not negatively affect residents. 
 
Finally, the destruction of quality of life is well documented for residents who live next to data 
centers. Constant noise, construction, and the waiving of building regulation time frames has 
created unlivable conditions, impacting the sleep and well being of residents. No one should 
have to live in their home listening to the constant hum of machinery that affects their mental 
heath. The state should implement regulations that require noise suppression and bans for low 
frequency noise that have been proven to emanate from these massive complexes to impact 
the residents for miles. 
 
The state of Ohio has created the conditions to explode the growth of data centers. You are 
seeing the backlash from residents who do not want them because they have seen what it is 
like to live with them. The proposed site next to my home was annexed and zoned by Sunbury, 
OH, to be a business and technology park. The city was actively courting data center 
development prior to resident outrage and a moratorium pausing the development. This 
rezoning now makes Sunbury nearly 50% light industrial zoning. No city should have the right to 
completely change the community without resident input, and the state should regulate this type 
of community impact. You are charged with protecting the residents of our state, and I implore 
you to do what is right by your constituents to regulate these businesses that are destroying our 
way of life. 


