Barry Blankenship
Lorie L. Blankenship
811 S. 1° Street
Trenton, Ohio 45067

May 31, 2026

Chairman Holmes

Chairman Chavez

Members of the Select Committee
1 Capital Square

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re: Testimony to Select Committee on Data Centers

Thank you for this opportunity to provide this statement in opposition. My wife and |
administer the Woodsdale and Trenton Environmental Resistance group. We reside in Trenton,
Ohio. She has been a lifelong resident of Trenton — one of the Ohio communities directly affected
by the rapid expansion of hyperscale data centers.

Trenton has been and is currently being adversely affected by Project Mila, a hyperscale data
center project by Prologis. Our local government signed an NDA regarding this project. This left the
citizenry out of the decision-making process regarding something that will change the face of this
City forever. We believe that Ohio must approach the data center development with transparency,
fact-based research, and with full community involvement. There needs to be strong protection for
utility ratepayers, neighborhoods, schools, children, and the environment. Currently, we are
watching the EPA roll back protection for our precious water resources. Many of these multi-billion-
dollar corporations are slating these facilities to be built in very close proximity to neighborhoods
and schools. Not to mention that agricultural land, the thing that makes Ohio great, is being
systematically bought and leveled in the name of data centers.

Everyday Ohioans ask tough questions not because they do not want progress, but because
there have been no good answers as to what will happen to our aquifers, to our air quality, to our
way of life. There are groups in every county that are standing up for the residents against corporate
greed and the lack of transparency. There should not be an instance where wells run dry, jobs do
not exist that were promised, and corporations get tax breaks that hard-working Ohioans do not.
We are being forced to accept a decision without having a seat atthe table. We are seeing the public
being left out of the process of Local zoning and land-use decisions — decisions that are best leftin
the hands of the communities that they will affect.



In exchange, those groups are labeled as paid actors and conspirators. We are none of that;
we are merely Ohio residents that are concerned about our future and the for the generations who
are to follow.

We urge lawmakers to continue to uphold the pause on tax breaks to the data centers, to
honestly and carefully study the non-reversible impact that these facilities will have on our
waterways, our air, our neighborhoods, our children and our farmland. You have the ability to
strengthen, not weaken, Ohio...please make the right choice.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Barry Blankenship

Lorie L. Blankenship



