
Co-Chairs, Adam Holmes and Brian M. Chavez, and members of the Select Committee on 
Data Centers. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Nicole Nawman. I am a Champaign 
County resident from Urbana, Ohio, and live about a half a mile away from a proposed data 
center campus that has tried to sneak in and rear its ugly head into my howetown.  I am 
strongly opposed to the mass blitzkrieg of hyperscale data centers that Tech Billionaires are 
forcing down our throats in not only mine, but in many surrounding communities all over 
Ohio, that unfortunately, our Ohio leaders have essentially laid out the red carpet for, 
ultimately putting a target on our backs. Please know, I don’t just mean “our” backs, this 
includes “your” backs as well. 

You would have to be living under a rock to not realize the extreme and inevitable 
environmental and health risks that these data centers bring to any community.  Do you 
think the air you breathe is going to somehow be different than ours? Do you think the 
water you drink is going to be safer than ours? Do you think the land around you that grows 
your food will be protected somehow?  You are putting your own health, your families’ 
health, and the communities around you in jeopardy, and at what cost?  There is no 
different water supply for you, and the air we breathe is the same.  There is no different 
environment for you.  Collectively, living near the amount of data centers that are being 
projected in Ohio, we are going to be living in the same problematic environment as you.  

Here we are, citizens of Ohio, standing up to protect not only ourselves, but to protect you.  
We are protecting you, when you should be protecting us. My community, and the 
communities around me, we didn’t ask for these data centers, and when (not if), but when 
something goes wrong, you are to blame. We didn’t ask for this.  While you also may not 
have directly asked for this, YOU can directly say you don’t want this either. I ask you to 
consider my testimony and work to protect ALL OF US regarding the harms of these data 
centers. We want a statewide moratorium. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  
 
 

Nicole Nawman 
835 S. Main St. 
Urbana, OH 43078 
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