
Hello my name is Louann Steiner from outside of Mansfield OH. I am recently retired along with my husband of 42 years, 

enjoying my grandkids staying in my own little bubble of family and friends. Then my township was thrown into the 

world of data centers and my bubble expanded and burst. The proposed data center presented to our township at a 

meeting in April, left my husband and I searching for and researching data centers. 400 plus-acre agreements have been 

signed. The projected area is within a mile of our property. This project was shut down but their plan to use the Rover 

pipeline and Mansfield’s water system leads us to believe something may still come to be in the future. 

So here I am out of my bubble and comfort zone sharing with this committee. In the past month I have learned more 

about data centers, AI’s, NDA’s, environmental concerns, aquifers, power grids, electricity hikes, and the unknown long-

term effect of large data centers than I thought possible. In addition, I have had a refresher course in government 

operations at the local, state and federal level. Not what my husband and I planned for our retirement. We own an 80-

acre farm north of Mansfield in Franklin Township. My husband is a 3rd generation farmer with over 50 years of his 71 

years spent farming/owning a welding shop then farming/ doing maintenance welding in a factory and now has the time 

to farm without going to another jo. In fact, he is unable to be here today because he is home trying to get crops in. Our 

crops consist of corn/soybeans/wheat/hay and straw. Our 2 daughters were raised on FFA/4H/raising animals/driving 

equipment/baling hay and straw and enjoying swimming/gator rides/showing at the county fair/having a 

garden/learning to can fruits and vegetables. All these experiences have made them who they are today. Hard-working 

young adults we are very proud of. We are fortunate that they live nearby. 3 of our 4 grandsons are now raising animals/ 

love to ride tractors with grandpa/can’t wait to drive by themselves/tending a small garden/cleaning green beans from 

the nearby Mennonite produce stand/picking strawberries from the same patch their moms did when their age.  

So why am I sharing this with you?  Because in all my research, these experiences will be permanently altered or lost by 

allowing a large-scale data center to be built in my area or any other part of rural Ohio without further consideration for 

the consequences of these projects.  Statistics are readily available to show that agriculture is extremely beneficial to 

Ohio’s economy. Unfortunately, I have also learned that money talks but that is a discussion for another time.  Is Ohio 

willing to lose more farmland to projects that take usually 8 years to finish? To become more dependent on other 

countries for our food?   

This past Saturday I spent the day outside of the Shel-Bee festival collecting signatures for the statewide petition to limit 

data center size.  The response was overwhelming. Comments were Glad you are here/I’ve been looking for a place to 

sign/why limit size/data centers are eating up valuable land and yes some no it doesn’t affect me. The last is the most 

mind boggling. These massive data centers not only change the immediate construction area but also roads, traffic flow, 

air quality, water tables, electric rates etc. to surrounding areas. But I digress. I also took the opportunity to listen to 

several speakers on honeybees.  I was curious as to the effect of data centers on honeybees. Honeybees that pollinate 

our fruits and vegetables that we purchase and consume every day.  Beekeepers in Ohio face tremendous obstacles from 

climate change, diseases, pesticides and habitat loss. And federal budget cuts to research these obstacles. Their place in 

our ecosystem is being destroyed. Again, many statistics are available. 

So back to data centers when these large data centers use up anywhere from 250 to thousands of acres of farmland not 

only in Ohio but also across the country, this is also destroying the pollinators needed to develop our food supply.  So, are 

we willing to trade sustainability for our food supply for all these massive data centers? Food for thought isn’t it. My 

grandsons want to continue to have the experiences their mother did. Our 11yr old grandson hopes to someday be able 

to keep our farm in the family.  What are we giving our future generations? Yes, technology is a beneficial tool in many 

aspects including our national security but until further studies are conducted and reported objectively, I ask that you put 

serious thought into halting massive data center construction until that time. 

Thank you for your time. 

 



 


