
Chair Adam Holmes, Chair Brian M. Chavez, and the members of the Select Committee on 
Data Centers, 
 
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit my written testimony today. My name is 
Sara Fosselman and I’ve been a resident of Ohio most of my life, currently residing in 
Marysville. I am strongly opposed to the current approach to large scale data centers in Ohio 
and the lack of involvement of its citizens in the process. 
 
I want to start by saying that I am not against progress, I recognize the need for some data 
centers to support technology and business operations. But I, like many of my fellow citizens, 
have unanswered questions and serious concerns around the risks of the large scale data 
centers we see popping up everywhere around us. 
 
I’m concerned about the extremely large amounts of water and electricity used to run these 
types of data centers. I’m concerned about the environmental impact of air pollution, noise 
pollution, and water pollution. I’m concerned about people who are already struggling with rising 
costs having to face even higher utility bills. I’m concerned about companies using AI to replace 
people, causing the loss of tens of thousands of jobs and putting even more at risk. And the 
more AI is integrated into our technology the more data centers will be needed, resulting in even 
more of our vital resources being used for machines instead of people.  
 
There are an alarming number of data center projects happening all over Ohio and all over the 
country. All of them rushed, a lot of them behind NDA’s and some without even making the 
company behind them public. In addition, there seems to have been little to no studies done on 
any of the above concerns. Approving these projects before we have a full understanding of the 
true impact and risks is not in the best interest of any community. 
 
There is no doubt that large scale data centers further enrich big tech companies, but it’s our 
resources, climate, and communities that pay the price.  
 
If these projects are truly a benefit to the community, allowing time for further research and the 
opportunity for community involvement won’t change that. I ask that you pause current and 
future data center projects to allow for further research and citizen involvement. 
 
Thank you for your time. 


