
May 31, 2026 

Testimony on House Bill 646 

Chair Claggett, Vice Chair Workman, Ranking Member Mohamed, and members of the House 

Technology and Innovation committee, my name is Dr, Steven G. Jansto, and I am the Principal 

Partner of Research and Development Resources based in Bowling Green, Ohio. I have several 

points of concern regarding the data center proliferation in Ohio, and specifically a few miles from 

my residence near the Meta hyperscale data center and its behind-the-meter Title V power plant,  

Will-Power OH LLC “Apollo.” 

 

My background is in heavy industrial steel operations for the last 40 years. We operated in the 

Chicago Steelmaking district and Toledo and had close connections with EPA District 5 Chicago 

and with EPA in Detroit at the Toledo plant. I am a researcher and also had a grandchild with 

serious asthma so I spent a great deal of time learning about air pollution that can be avoided by 

better regulations. I see many opportunities to do so in the draft permit. When I ran the steel mill, 

we had a value-system of “safety first.” I see that lacking in the industries of fracking and 

hyperscale data centers due to fast-tracking and the lack of adequate government regulation and 

oversight. 

I reviewed the Apollo air permit as I would review the environmental impact of heavy industrial 

equipment in a residential area. 
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The conclusions are simple… “The best thing that should be done right now would be to pause all 

permitting of data center gas plants to assess cumulative pollutants so another major polluting 

industry like fracking is not able to take advantage of the lack of oversight and adequate regulations 

to cause health harms and exacerbate climate change. A glaring emission in the draft air permit for 

Apollo was the 2.5 MILLION TONS of CO2 emissions per year – not even mentioned.  At the 

very least, it should be required that the carbon footprint of data centers and their gas plants be 

measured and reported. The current administration may deny climate change exists, but we know 

that is not true and that in the future, hopefully, the industries that cause the greatest harms to our 

climate will be made to pay for those harms. 

 



I operated millions of dollars budget with hundreds of employees and see a supply and demand 

and environmental collision course. Essentially, the supply/demand material balance of water and 

electrons do not meet bottom line targets. One target that is being overlooked by legislators is the 

outcome of this supply and demand imbalance is environmental and health degradation being 

created with the fast-tracked construction of data centers. With no one accountable for cumulative 

impacts of data centers, the massive build-out is reckless and without reason. This process must 

be slowed for the serious accounting and responsibility to the public that the Ohio legislature is 

allowing through lax permitting requirements, fast-tracking and no one responsible for 

externalized costs but the public that pays with their health and the taxpayer and ratepayer that 

must bear increasing costs for water and electricity. 

 

We know that federal regulations for air permits are already inadequate to be protective of public 

health so the state should take advantage of its ability to require stricter regulations. At a minimum, 

the OEPA should require continuous fence line monitoring of regulated pollutants of all data 

centers’ diesel generators and their behind-the-meter gas plants. This should be posted online like 

so that those who experience health impacts can assign a cause and the culprit so that the industry 

cannot deny its harms. There is technology to do this. If the company plans to be a good neighbor, 

they should have no problem with this requirement.  I have often seen lax regulations taken 

advantage of by bad actors when they think no one is watching – why allow that? 

Whether it does any good or not, you could at least try like we are doing. You get paid to protect 

us – we are working hard to protect ourselves at personal cost without remuneration. Please take 

that into consideration as well. In closing, let us not forget that you have a fiduciary responsibility 

to represent your constituents and keep the communities safe and healthy and ethically evaluate 

data centers and their impacts before allowing yet another new industry to rapidly proliferate, 

degrading the environment without adequate regulations like the fracking industry and its 

associated waste industry has done in Ohio. 

Thank you for this consideration. 
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