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Jessica Gardner, Niles resident.  I reside on Warren Avenue.  I am a Trumbull county teacher, and 
I teach classes for Youngstown State University. 
 
My statement regards the Bitdeer data center that will be built at 1047 Belmont Avenue.  
 
I am here to speak to the council and my neighbors. 
 
Key phrases of Niles’ mission statement state that they provide “affordable living” and a “safe 
and high quality of life.”   
 
The problem with this motto is the hypocrisy.  Allow me to explain.   
 
The city of Niles is implementing a strong beautification program.  We’ve painted rusted, 
railroad bridges and added the Niles Greenway. We have a new playground, splash pad, public 
square and the Riverfront Revitalization which is still under construction. The addition of a data 
center will reverse all positive impacts of the program eliminating “affordable living" and a “safe 
and high quality of life.” 
 
With the planned Bitdeer data center, and the Kimberly-Clark facility on Warren Avenue, Niles 
will be surrounded by cancer-causing pollutants.   
 
As a cancer survivor, I find this unacceptable. 
 
First, consider the destruction to our environment: 
 
The proposed data center will be located only 2.1 miles away from the new River Revitalization 
project and the new Public Square.  
 
Bitdeer’s website states, [quote] “ …the problems become harder to solve, more computational 
power – and thus more energy – is required. Therefore, it is considered harmful to the 
environment…” [unquote].   
 
Bitdeer does not deny their own destruction to surrounding environments. 
 
This voracious, grid-straining energy consumption will cost the citizens of Niles more money per 
month on top of current rising costs. The Ohio Capital Journal says, [quote] “The wholesale 
price of electricity in areas housing data centers is up a whopping 267 percent from five years 
ago — and everyday customers are eating those costs.” [unquote]   
 

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/2025-ai-data-centers-electricity-prices/?embedded-checkout=true
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Bitdeer’s website states that the use of fossil fuels will contribute to greenhouse gases and 
resource depletion.   
 
Moreover, during the summer, the data center will  increase the energy use, thus resulting in less 
energy for Niles citizens while simultaneously creating more pollution. Gas-powered data 
centers emit pollutants including:  Nitrogen oxides, methane, and forever chemicals that harm 
our air, our land, and our water.  The Environmental Health Project, these pollutants increase 
rates of respiratory and cardiovascular disease  and elevate cancer risks among nearby 
communities.  
 
Secondly, water consumption and pollution must be considered.  The cryptomining data 
centers require massive quantities of clean water consumption.  For reference, Bitcoin's 
annual water consumption surpassed 581 BILLION GALLONS–consuming as much clean water 
as 300k households.  From 2020 to 2023, water use for Bitcoin mining increased 166% (BBC). 
This will only get worse with climate change.  The wastewater from these data centers is 
dispersed back into our waterways. 
 
Council:  Is it still the goal of the Niles water department to “produce the best quality of water 
possible for its residents and surrounding communities?” 
 
 I’m not sure how this can be true with the addition of a data center that will destroy our 
waterways. 
 
Furthermore, noise pollution created by data centers can be heard up to two miles away.  A 
perpetual, “loud roar” or a “high-pitched whine” within the radius of the River Revitalization 
location as well as the public square which is only two miles away.  This 90 decibels of noise 
pollution can be heard 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The American 
Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) states that sounds at 85 dBA can lead to hearing 
loss in as few as 8 hours (ASHA). 
 
I remind you, data centers NEVER STOP RUNNING.  The noise will never cease.   
 
Light pollution generated by data centers disrupts circadian rhythms, melatonin production, and 
sleep-wake cycles. National Geographic states that this light pollution disturbs migration 
patterns and habitats of butterflies, birds, bats, and pollinators like moths and bees.  Nocturnal 
animals will become disoriented.  The data center will threaten plant reproduction, crop growth, 
and animal food chains. This will be catastrophic. 
 

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2412.06288
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It’s curious that the planning of this data center is being kept under wraps until the construction 
begins.  Why are these data centers creating NDAs and suppressing the news of their 
construction?  This is a disservice to your constituents.  
 
 In case you have forgotten, you work for us.   
 
Proponents say, “...but there will be jobs and tax revenue…”   
 
But, permanent jobs will be limited, and Bitdeer will receive a tax abatement for a decade. 
 
The Wall Street Journal says that data centers employ very few people, and those employees are 
typically from other states.  Daily, fewer than ten employees may be at a data facility.  Data 
centers are designed to support high computing power, not human employment.  
 
Additionally, Bitdeer is projected to receive significant tax incentives across Ohio. The total 
estimated abatement is over $6.7 million dollars across 10 years.  This will not result in tax 
revenue for the city.  Furthermore, an annexation of the land will not change the location. 
 
Council:  Citizens do NOT want  beautification efforts to include forever chemicals (PFAS), 
higher utility costs, and polluted waterways.   
 
Inevitably, it will be Niles residents who will pay the cost of the abuse of these resources which 
will harm our environment, our health, and our children’s futures. 
 
So I ask, at what cost will this data center be constructed?  How green will our Greenway be? 
How revitalized will our river be?  How many animals will die?  How many people will suffer 
cancer or oth 
 
While other cities are banning data centers, Niles is welcoming them. For what?  When 
council members mention “economic stimulus,” they mean MONEY.  
 
Council and neighbors, how do we fix this? 
 
To my fellow residents, some council members tell us that they want to beautify our home, 
but their proposed actions speak otherwise.   
 
I implore the council to reconsider the data center, or at the very least, put it on a ballot so 
we, the citizens, can vote on the destruction of our homes, our health, and our resources. 
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Mr. Sallitto, let the residents decide. You’ve always listened to the people. This is OUR health, 
our city, and frankly, we deserve better. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 

 
 
Questions and other concerns: 
 

1)​ Why aren’t these data centers being built in Canfield, Poland, Lowellville, etc? 
a)​ The data centers are being built in low SES communities. 

2)​ Data centers don’t yet have the technology to utilize renewable energy.  Why can’t we 
wait 5 years, and see where the tech is? 

3)​ Ohio currently ranks fifth in the nation for data centers (possessing the most) 
4)​ Cryptomining data centers are essentially hybrids.  Not only are they the digital version 

of gold digging, but these facilities are used for computing power for things like AI, 
software, Palantir, and   Computers run 24/7 doing math problems.  Once it solves the 
problem, it rewards the PC with bitcoin.   

5)​ Can we be sure that if we put in place regulations for the EPA and other energy standards 
that they won’t be changed or manipulated by the state and federal governments? 

6)​ What becomes of these immense buildings when they become obsolete?  What will be 
the cost to raze them? 

 
 

As to be unbiased, here is a list of the PROS and CONS of data centers: 
 
Pros of Data Centers 

●​ Technological Advancement: They provide the immense computing power needed for 
AI development, machine learning, and cloud-based services. 

●​ Economic Impact & Minimal Job Creation: Data centers bring temporary construction 
jobs and investment to local communities, often stimulating local economies.  However, 
very few permanent jobs are created. 

●​ Reliability & Security: They offer secure, highly reliable infrastructure with redundant 
power and cooling, minimizing downtime. 

●​ Scalability: Colocation and cloud data centers offer elastic, on-demand storage and 
computing capacity for businesses.  

Cons of Data Centers 
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●​ High Energy Consumption: A single data center can consume up to 2 megawatt hours 
of power—equivalent to 2,000 homes—straining local grids. (The proposed data center 
in Niles is 300mw) 

●​ Water Usage: Large volumes of water are needed for cooling systems, which can impact 
local water resources. 

●​ Wastewater Dumping:  Wastewater that has been circulated through HVAC systems in 
the data centers is dumped back into the waterways/ground. 

●​ Environmental Impact: Many centers rely on fossil fuels, leading to significant 
emissions, and their high power demand can hinder regional renewable energy goals. 

●​ Limited Long-Term Jobs: While construction generates many jobs, the operational 
phase of a data center creates few permanent jobs, often leaving communities with 
minimal long-term employment benefits. 

●​ Increased Utility Costs: High demand can strain local power grids, leading to higher 
electricity rates for local businesses and residents.  This is especially true for cities that 
provide their own power/utilities. 

*Compiled from my research.  Research materials have been provided to the council. 

 


