Chair and members of the committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Jean Henderson. I am a
lifelong Ohioan who, in retirement, works to help make Ohio a fair and just place to live. My
professional background includes careers in clinical microbiology and the administration of a
university hospital laboratory computer center.

I raised my family during the rise of the internet and social media. Looking back, it is clear that
rapid expansion of these technologies occurred with little understanding of their long-term
effects. We have seen significant negative consequences, particularly for young people and
especially for girls and young women. I am equally concerned about young men who have
become isolated, manipulated, or disconnected through online spaces. Society was thrust into the
age of social media with few safeguards and little oversight.

Artificial intelligence holds tremendous potential, but it also carries risks that may far exceed
those of social media if left unchecked. Before Ohio embraces large-scale Al infrastructure, we
must fully understand its impact on our communities, our economy, our energy systems, and the
well-being of both adults and children. We cannot afford to repeat the mistakes of the past by
allowing a transformative technology to expand without careful study, thoughtful regulation, and
public accountability.

I am particularly concerned about the enormous energy demands of Al data centers. If a new Al
data center requires the electricity equivalent of tens or hundreds of thousands of homes, the
company developing that facility should be responsible for financing the new energy generation
resources needed to support it—whether through solar, wind, battery storage, nuclear energy, or
other sources. Ohio families and small businesses should not be forced to absorb the costs of
infrastructure built to support private corporate profits.

Likewise, existing large-scale data centers should be required to pay for the generation capacity
and grid upgrades necessary to meet their growing energy demands, rather than shifting those
costs onto residential ratepayers.

For these reasons, I strongly oppose the continued expansion of Al data centers in Ohio until
comprehensive studies are conducted, sensible regulations are established, and requirements are
put in place to ensure that these facilities are supported by their own energy resources, with a
strong emphasis on clean and sustainable energy production.

Ohio has an opportunity to proceed thoughtfully rather than reactively. I urge you to place the
interests of Ohio residents first and ensure that appropriate safeguards are in place before
allowing further expansion of Al data center development.

Thank you for your consideration of my testimony.

Jean Henderson



