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Thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony on House Bill 646. 


My name is Michelle Bolzenius and I am a resident of Galloway, Ohio.  I am submitting 
testimony because data center development is no longer a theoretical issue for many Ohio 
communities. In Central Ohio, data centers have been rapidly expanding in communities. As 
these developments become increasingly common, it is important that Ohio critically evaluates 
their long-term impacts alongside their potential benefits and fully examine the potential costs 
and consequences for Ohio residents and local governments. 


Local communities should retain a meaningful voice in decisions that affect their future. Data 
centers can significantly alter land-use patterns, infrastructure needs, and community 
character. The commission should carefully evaluate how local governments can maintain 
appropriate control over zoning and development decisions while still encouraging economic 
growth. 


Large data centers can consume substantial amounts of electricity and water, placing 
additional demands on local resources. The impact on electric rates should be assessed along 
with infrastructure needs. Residents and small businesses should have confidence that the 
costs associated with serving large-scale energy users will not be shifted onto existing 
customers. As Ohio continues to attract data center investment, it is imperative that the state 
understand the potential strain on utility infrastructure, water resources, and consumer rates. 


Environmental impacts also deserve thorough examination. In Central Ohio, proposed and 
existing data center developments are occurring near areas that have long been recognized for 
their ecological importance. Of particular concern is the potential impact on the Darby 
watershed and the commitments embodied in the Darby Accord, a collaborative effort among 
local governments, conservation organizations, and residents to protect the unique 
environmental resources of the Big and Little Darby Creek corridors. These waterways support 
one of the most biologically diverse aquatic ecosystems in the Midwest and are recognized as 
some of Ohio’s most environmentally significant resources. 


The Big Darby watershed is home to numerous rare, threatened, and endangered species. The 
watershed supports an extraordinary diversity of aquatic life with more than 80 fish species and 
one of the highest concentrations of freshwater mussels species in North America. These 
include federally endangered freshwater mussels such as the northern riffleshell and clubshell 
mussels, as well as state-listed fish species including the spotted darter, northern madtom, 
northern brook lamprey, and blacknose shiner. The region has long been recognized for its 
exceptional biodiversity and ecological significance. 


The preservation of wetlands, wildlife habitat water quality, and connected natural landscapes 
provides benefits that extend far beyond any one community. Once fragmented or degraded, 
these ecosystems can be difficult—if not impossible—to fully restore. 


As development pressure increases in areas such as Prairie Township and surrounding 
communities, it is important that the study commission examine not only economic benefits of 
large-scale projects but also their cumulative environmental impacts. This should include 
consideration of water availability and consumption, stormwater management, habitat 
fragmentation, environmental sustainability, and effects on biodiversity. Ohio’s economic 
growth should be pursued in a manner that respects and preserves the natural resources that 
make our state unique. 




Protecting biodiversity is not simply an environmental objective; it is an investment in the long-
term health, resilience, and quality of life of Ohio communities. Likewise, ensuring 
transparency, accountability, and meaningful local input will help build public trust in decisions 
that shape our communities for generations to come. 


I support the commission’s effort to better understand the opportunities and challenges 
associated with data center development. However, that review must be comprehensive and 
must fully consider the impacts on local governance, utility infrastructure, water resources, land 
use, and environmentally sensitive areas such as the Darby watershed. 


Additionally, I implore the committee to consider whether the six-month timeline provided to 
the commission is sufficient to adequately study these complex issues. A longer timeline may 
better ensure that the commission’s findings are thorough, balanced, and informed by public 
input. 


I respectfully encourage the committee to ensure that environmental stewardship, local control, 
and responsible resource management remain central to any evaluation of data center 
development in Ohio. 


Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the people of Ohio. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Michelle Bolzenius

Galloway, Ohio 



