
Re: Select Committee on Data Centers 
 
May 31, 2026 
 
Chair Holmes, Chair Chavez and members of the Select Committee on Data Centers, thank you 
for the opportunity to provide testimony on my concerns about the rapid unregulated 
expansion of data centers on Ohio.  My name is Amy Swank and I live about a mile from Ohio’s 
original Amazon hyperscale data center on Crosby Court in Dublin, Ohio.   
 
While I have a myriad of concerns about data centers, I acknowledge that (at least some) data 
centers are a necessary part of our technological age.  Accordingly, I request that the initial 
conversations of the Committee focus on three areas: (i) independent research-backed studies 
on areas of concern, (ii) actions that can be taken by data center operators in Ohio to improve 
the lives of Ohioans, and (iii) transparency in the process. 
 
First, please determine what information you need in order to make a well-reasoned 
recommendation to the Ohio legislature about data centers. The reality is that studies have not 
been done nor have the assumptions the Ohio legislature is relying upon been verified.  As an 
example, the report by Signal was the first comprehensive look at the cost of the sales tax 
exemption for data center operators and demonstrated that it is eleven times more than the 
estimates originally provided to the Ohio legislature.  What other faulty assumptions is the Ohio 
legislature relying upon that have not been verified?  I urge the committee to require 
independent analyses of: 

• Long-term energy demand and grid impact along with how consumers are burdened 
with additional costs  

• Water consumption and pollution  

• Air pollution from diesel generators and behind the meter energy solutions 

• Fire safety risks from on-site energy storage 

• Health and safety impact of noise and EMF 
• Fiscal impacts of tax incentives and subsidies 
• Expected permanent employment and local economic benefits 
• Alternative land-use options that may provide greater community value 

 
Second, the reality is that data center operators in Ohio can do more to improve the lives of 
Ohioans and many of these asks are not only necessary but reasonable.   For example, data 
center operators should be required to have Tier-4 filters on all emergency back-up generators 
year-round.  This is a simple and affordable compromise that will have a huge impact on the 
health of Ohioans – particularly children who are more susceptible to air pollution.  Estimates of 
the public health impacts of the use of data center generators are astounding.  In 2024, 
researchers at the University of California Riverside and California Institute of Technology 
quantified the public health risk of emergency diesel generators located at Northern Viriginia’s 
data centers if they operate at just 10% of permitted levels as causing 14,000 asthma symptom 
cases and 13-19 deaths EACH YEAR.  Yuelin Han, Zhifeng Wu, Pengfei Li, Adam Wierman and 
Shaolei Ren, The Unpaid Toll: Quantifying and Addressing the Public Health Impact of Data 



Centers (arXiv:2412.06288v2) 2024.  Retrieved at: https://arxiv.org/pdf/2412.06288  I want to 
emphasize this is an estimate using just a small fraction of permissible levels.  The researchers 
concluded, “Using the reduced-complexity modeling tool COBRA (CO-Benefits Risk Assessment) 
provided by the EPA, our analysis demonstrates that driven by the growing demand for AI, the 
U.S. data centers could contribute to, among others, approximately 600,000 asthma symptom 
cases and 1,300 premature deaths in 2028.” Id.  The easiest compromise to this massive 
problem is to require Tier-4 filters on back-up generators for all existing and future data center 
in Ohio.  That solution acknowledges that generators will need to be used more in the future so 
it protects Ohioans and our air while not unfairly prejudicing the data center industry.  In fact, it 
is an industry that likes to be at the forefront of technology so why not use the latest (and 
cleanest) technology available?  Likewise, the water you are drinking today in the statehouse 
came from Columbus Water and Power – which has been advocating against permitting Ohio 
data center operators from being able to dump runoff directly into Ohio rivers and lakes.  The 
compromise it is requesting is just that all run-off be treated through a water treatment facility.  
Ohio data centers can and should pay to protect our waterways.   
 
Finally, the Committee should have and also request additional transparency surrounding 
discussions about data centers in Ohio.  I believe public participation in government is the 
backbone of good democracy (which is why I am submitting these comments) and discussion 
among all interested parties creates better outcomes for communities.  I have spent the last 
year advocating for the responsible development of data centers in several communities in 
Ohio.  In doing so, I have witnessed firsthand many different instances where transparency was 
so limited that the public did not have a meaningful opportunity to participate in government.  
What ideals about government and democracy would the Committee like to uphold?  If data 
center operators truly feel what they are building will benefit Ohio, then they should be able to 
outline all details of that openly.   
 
In conclusion, I believe there may be a way to permit responsible data center development in 
Ohio.  However, the current regulatory framework does not protect Ohioans.  As a mother, my 
request is simply: Please do all you can do keep our children safe and the world they will inherit 
better.  Thank you for this opportunity to provide my thoughts to the Committee. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Amy Swank 
Dublin, Ohio    
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