
 
Chair Chavev, Chair Holmes, and members of the Ohio Joint Committee on Data Centers,  

Thank you kindly for allowing the opportunity for the public to testify. 

I’ve lived in Ohio my whole life, and I want to be able to continue to grow up here. When 
making decisions surrounding data centers the younger generations must be taken into 
consideration. We will be the ones most affected by the decisions that are being made.  

Data centers have been around for a long time however the ones that are currently 
being made in Ohio are much different. They are significantly larger and this matters. Data 
centers strain local resources and produce pollution. 

 Right now a 715,000,000 square foot ai data center is being built just minutes away 
from my house and I am terrified of the consequences that may have on my community and I. 
They use up to 5 million gallons of water daily to cool down servers and contrary to popular 
belief making this water usable again is not as easy as it seems. By 2028, data centers could 
consume up to 12% of total electricity in the United States, up from 4.4% in 2023. That number 
will only grow if we don’t put a stop or limit to it. Just one of Meta's massive AI-optimized data 
centers will be powered by 350 megawatts supplied from a natural-gas power generation facility. 
That amount of power is enough to power over 300,000 homes. This can strain local powers. 
Since many data centers are being run off of natural gas, and according to Stanford university 
we are set to run out of natural gas by 2060 the data centers are not sustainable. That date isn’t 
a set expiration point it will only creep closer if we use large amounts for data centers. That may 
not be within some of your lifetimes but chances are it will be in mine.  

Please allow my generation and all the ones following me to grow up in a state with an 
abundance of drinking water, clean air, and a stable electrical grid.  Thank you so much for your 
time.   

 

 

 


