
Dear Committee - 
 
Please accept this written testimony against hyperscale data center construction in Ohio.  
 
Local and State elected officials pushing for and easing the path for ultra wealthy tech and real 
estate development companies to flood Ohio with hyperscale data centers is unethical, immoral, 
and a violation of Ohioans Constitutional Rights.  
 
These hyperscale data centers are a horrible idea on multiple levels. They are not a wise use of 
mass amounts of land, land that could be used much more productively as farm land or to 
development under companies that actually provide products and services to the average 
Ohioan. The amount water and energy, both of which are finite resources, that these facilities 
use is beyond irresponsible. And, the proven and yet-unknown health effects of these facilities 
on communities up to and beyond a mile around it shows politicians blatant disregard for the 
well-being of their constituents, as well as violating our constitutional rights as outlined in the 
State Constitution. 
 
The surveillance states created by and around these data centers are a violation of our 
constitutional rights as they are allowing tech companies (and anyone those companies provide 
access to) to constantly track and monitor EVERYONE’s information, even people who are not 
suspected of any type of crime. That is supposed to require justifiable reason to surveil 
someone, as determined by a judge issuing a warrant. These companies maintain that data for 
extended periods of time. That is a violation of our rights under the Ohio State Constitution.  
 
Ohioians are speaking out, loudly and in massive numbers, that we don’t want this here, and 
our elected officials are not listening. At the local level, elected officials are intentionally keeping 
residents in the dark for as long as possible and then claiming it’s too late to do anything when 
residents find out. They are changing zoning, ordinances, and meeting rules at the request of 
out of state companies while refusing to listen to their own residents. At the state level, state 
politicians are siding with tech companies by making it harder for residents to get transparency, 
to get information, to know what’s going on. State politicians are supporting entities like Jobs 
Ohio that can operate with tax payer dollars but completely out of the public eye, intentionally 
making it so tax payers can’t even know what they’re doing, let alone hold them accountable. All 
while also giving tax breaks that are costing Ohioans billions of dollars in lost tax revenue. 
 
Please, put a state-wide moratorium on construction of hyperscale data centers. 
 
Thank you, 
Angela Markham  


