
Good Afternoon, 
Co-Chairs Holmes and Chavez, 
Members of the Select Committee on Data Centers, 
 
I come from the Appalachian Foothills of rural Adams County, Ohio to stand before this 
committee about the data centers. 
 
I come to you as a result of my own commissioners' responses to the citizens' concerns about 
the data center, the very ones who were voted in to represent the needs of us, our families, our 
community, and our county, as a whole.  I am here because our closest government allies 
showed almost ZERO concern for such a major decision, and acted as if it was NO BIG DEAL. 
 
On this journey, I am continuously learning more and more about data centers.  The more I 
learn, the deeper my concerns grow.   
 
Quality of Life and Natural Resources being contaminated in our area is a real concern for ALL 
of our community.  Our aquifer is bountiful and exceptionally clean.  Our forest is truly the last 
wild frontier of Ohio.  Pristine.  Our independence and self-reliance also seems increasingly 
threatened. 
 
Will we run out of water?  Will we have resources to water our livestock and crops?  The last 
few years we have experienced drought, and it did affect our crops.  What happens during a 
severe drought?  Will I have water in my own well?  What about our natural springs so many of 
us rely on for a water source amongst our community members? Most importantly, what about 
the quality afterwards for years to come? 
 
More than half of Adams County is forested, the rest is agricultural farmlands.  We are also one 
of the most impoverished counties in all of Ohio.  We contain a portion of the largest state forest 
in all of Ohio.  Shawnee State Forest is over 64,000 acres of back country and forest roads.  A 
part of that is "Designated Wilderness Area", it is essentially my backyard.  There is the Edge of 
Appalachia, the Arc of Appalachia/Highlands Nature Sanctuary, ODNR Parks and Preserves, 
and world renowned Serpent Mound.  Adams County is like a vacuum that has thus far nurtured 
rare endangered plant and animal species of Ohio.  Our deer hunting brings people from all 
over America to experience our world class bucks.  Naturalists for birds, wildflowers, insects, 
moths, butterflies, fish-the list is endless.  Ecologically, we are globally significant.  As a state 
park naturalist, I was all too familiar with the people who came to Adams County to experience 
our rarities. 
 
Synchronized Fireflies, Timber Rattlesnakes, Green Salamanders, Cave salamanders, Mud 
Salamanders, Eastern Hellbenders, Eastern Spadefoot Toads, Black Bears, Bobcats, Bald 
Eagles, Allegheny Woodrats.  State Listed endangered and threatened trees, lichens, medicinal 
roots, wildflowers, asthers, ferns, among other plants.  Rare and endangered stream fish, river 
fish, river mussels, bat species... truly a concentration of rarities in EVERY direction.  We are a 
destination for bird enthusiasts, as our forests and fields call warblers home every spring from 



the tropics to do their migratory birding, like the Indigo Bunting that uses the stars to navigate 
across the Gulf of Mexico up through the United States to Adams County.  Adams County also 
boasts dark night skies.  We have one of the very few telescopic observatories on this side of 
the Mississippi River, the Moeller Observatory.   You can look up on any given clear evening and 
see the Milky Way painted across the night sky visible with the naked eye.   
 
To have these many things wrapped into one place, it should remain intact at ALL COSTS.  That 
value and worth is something that can be inherited for generations to come.  Truly priceless. 
 
People say that data centers are like garbage dumps... everyone needs them and no one wants 
to live next to one.  If you believe we need more, to put them here in Adams County would be a 
dangerous decision and potentially catastrophic. With all the species that have destroyed and 
threatened our species and resources statewide, it should be a no-brainer that a data center 
DOESN'T go into a place like ours in  Adams County.  We are a hidden gem.  Do everything to 
preserve it.  Like Lucy and Annette Braun, the conservationists responsible for our natural parks 
and preserves.  There is a documentary that plays in the video exhibit in the statehouse 
basement. 
 
The uncertainty and track record of large industrial operations compromise fresh water, even 
when they say, "It will be just fine."  Onef the damage is done, it could be too late.  I am worried 
these companies will likely use the age-old philosophy that it's "easier to ask for forgiveness, 
than it is to beg for permission".  
 
As an Appalachian, I have freedom, independence, self-reliance, land, water, community, and 
human rights.  Being Appalachian means knowing your neighbor and lending a helping hand at 
a moment's notice.  It's hunting for deer on a quiet, cold morning to feed your family all year 
long. It's drinking water from a crystal clear spring and dipping into a dark, deep, blue hole in the 
creek to wash away the sweat from a long, hot day.  It's growing a garden, canning your food, 
raising chickens, hunting for morels in the springtime, and making your own mountain medicine 
from forest grown herbs and roots.  Being Appalachian means watching a dazzling display of 
fireflies dancing amongst the tree line.  And then having your summer evening come to a close 
with the constant call of a whippoorwill.  It is the hard work of chopping wood all year long, only 
to burn it with the first heavy snowfall and your electricity goes out, staying warm to survive.  
Being in Appalachia means hearing the sweet tropical calls of the warblers who make their 
grand return when winter turns to spring, warblers who have traveled thousands of miles just to 
build their nest and do their migratory breeding here in Adams County. It is also gazing upon the 
Milky Way splashed across the darkest of night skies.  And it means knowing when spring has 
sprung when you lay your head down at night and hear the first sounds of the spring peepers 
sitting at their water hole.  It means having stained hands from working amongst the most fertile 
forest soils. Being Appalachian means a whole lot. 
 
Adams County is Appalachia.  All we have is our land, our water, and each other.  It is our 
sanctuary.  Most Adams Countians will tell you that, most Appalachians, most rural 
communities.  We live off the land.  It is our sustenance.  Our saving grace.  Many people have 



confided in me they'd rather drive a few hours to work than to see their generational farmlands 
turn to dust and potentially become infertile or useless.  Same with our forests.   
 
America's Appalachian areas have a bad history of resource grabbing from these sorts of 
extractive industries, and leaving holes once they get what they want and leave. 
 
All these things considered, it would be wise to have a lot more knowledge beforehand than it 
would be to fast track it and give us little time to understand and trust these industries. 
 
We need way more time to truly be able to gather as much information and knowledge as we 
possibly can to make such an enormous decision and comprehend the real consequences of 
our decisions.  This is something that could leave an impact for generations to come and we 
need to ensure we make the right decisions and take the absolute best course possible.   
 
On a personal note, consider this...   
 
Do you want to be on the right side of history and be known as someone who preserved and 
safeguarded paradise? 
 
Or, do you want to be known as someone who contributed to the destruction of paradise, and 
sold us down the river? 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Emily Harper Carman 
 
"It is sometimes better for a man to do in his lifetime that which he may contemplate 
having done after his death."   
~Honorable John T. Wilson 
Patriot and Philanthropist 
Ohio, March 6, 1882 
(From the book "A History of Adams County, Ohio"/Evan Stivers/1900) 
 


