
SB 217 House Sponsor Testimony 

Good afternoon, Chair Hoops, Vice-Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member 
Brownlee and members of the House Development Committee. 
Thank you for allowing me to offer sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 
217.  

Senate Bill 217 will allow for fourteen (14) land conveyances for 
various state agencies, commissions, and universities on a case-by-
case basis. These conveyances take place in 7 different counties 
across the state. As a general rule, state agencies do not own the 
real estate under their jurisdiction; the real estate is owned by the 
state of Ohio. Most of the state agencies, therefore, do not have the 
authority to convey real estate. This land conveyance bill introduced 
in the Ohio General Assembly proposes uncodified law to authorize 
a state official to convey state-owned real estate specified in the 
bill. A land conveyances bill resembles a contract to purchase real 
estate, in that it specifies the terms of a subsequent conveyance. 

 This bill includes land conveyances from a variety of state entities. 
It includes, but is not limited to, a conveyance for the Adjutant 
General of approximately 1.734 acres of state-owned land adjacent 
to the Dover Armory and located at the corner of Schneiders 
Crossing Road and North Wooster Avenue in Dover, Tuscarawas 
County. The property was acquired in 1978 from the Community 
Improvement Corporation for $63,000.00 for the purpose of 
constructing an armory. The Adjutant General determined that this 
portion of the property is not needed for any purpose and desires to 
sell the property using a public bid auction method. The land has an 
estimated value of over $700,000.00. 



 The bill also includes the transfer of nearly 153 acres of state-
owned land for the Ohio Rail Development Commission to the 
Trumbull County Metroparks District for $1.00. The Metroparks 
District has leased the property since 1997 for $1.00 and the 
Commission seeks to eliminate any ownership liability 
responsibilities. The deed will contain a restriction that if the 
property is no longer used for recreational purposes, it shall revert 
back to the State at the sole discretion of the Director of the Ohio 
Rail Development Commission. 

 The bill also includes several perpetual easements for sanitary 
sewer lines for The Ohio State University. Current law allows DAS to 
grant easements for institutions of higher education for a term of 25 
years. Should the grantee require a longer term, authorization must 
be given by the Ohio Assembly. Since these easements are 
perpetual, which meets the criteria for over 25 years, the general 
assembly must approve it in a bill.  

These conveyances take place in Greene, Tuscarawas, Franklin, 
Madison, Montgomery, Trumbull, and Ashtabula counties and if any 
members wish to see the list my office would be happy to provide it 
to you. 

Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, thank you again for the 
opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on SB 217. I would be 
happy to take any questions at this time. 

 


