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Chair Hoops, Vice Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member Brownlee, and members of the House 
Development Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony today 
on House Bill (HB) 161 on behalf of Ohio REALTORS®. 
 
Formed in 1910, Ohio REALTORS® is the state’s largest professional trade association with 
approximately 35,000 members representing both residential and commercial practitioners, 
as well as auctioneers and appraisers. 
 
Ohio REALTORS® is deeply committed to fostering a robust housing market and a healthy 
statewide economy. Our members live and work in every corner of Ohio, and we understand 
firsthand the unique dynamics of local communities—particularly the growing importance of 
short-term rentals in supporting economic vitality and tourism. 

Ohio is home to a rich variety of destinations—from our thriving urban centers to our scenic 
state parks, cultural landmarks, and nationally recognized sports teams. These assets attract 
millions of visitors each year. Increasingly, these travelers are choosing to stay in short-term 
rental properties, which offer flexible, affordable, and locally rooted lodging experiences. 

Short-term rentals contribute significantly to the local and state economy. They generate tax 
revenue, support small businesses, create jobs in hospitality and property management, and 
offer homeowners the ability to offset housing costs—enabling many Ohioans to remain in 
their homes or invest in their communities. For some, short-term rentals represent a path to 
entrepreneurship and financial independence. 

It is within this context that we express serious concerns about HB 161. While we understand 
the intention to enhance tax fairness and generate additional revenue, we believe that the 
proposed expansion of the sales and use tax to cover short-term rentals would have 
unintended and deeply harmful consequences. 

Specifically, this legislation would make short-term rentals in Ohio less competitive by 
significantly increasing their cost to consumers. In many areas of the state, the combined tax 
burden under HB 161 would render short-term rentals among the most heavily taxed lodging 
options—not only in Ohio but across the region. This would create a substantial disincentive 
for visitors and discourage tourism. According to the LSC fiscal analysis, HB 161 could add an 
additional tax burden as high as $90 million on property owners operating short-term rentals.   

Moreover, this policy would disproportionately affect Ohio homeowners who rely on short-
term rentals as a source of supplemental income. By making this model financially unviable, 
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HB 161 could result in the closure of countless rental operations, thereby reducing available 
lodging options, eliminating entrepreneurial opportunities, and undermining economic 
activity in tourism-dependent communities. 

Ohio REALTORS® strongly supports the continued viability of short-term rentals. We urge the 
committee to consider the broader economic and social implications of House Bill 161. We 
respectfully ask you to reconsider this legislation in its current form and work collaboratively 
with stakeholders to find balanced solutions that support both equitable taxation and 
economic growth. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

  
 
Scott Williams 
Chief Executive Officer 
Ohio REALTORS® 

  
 


