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Chairman Hoops, Vice Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member Abdullahi, and members of the House
Development Committee, my name is Deborah Collins. I am an active member of the Ohio Real
Estate Investors Association (OREIA) and OREIA’s Association Manager. OREIA represents 15
local associations with over 4,000 members across Ohio. Thank you for the opportunity to
discuss our concerns with House Bill 161.

OREIA respectfully voices strong opposition to HB 161 and the significant tax burden it
proposes. While we understand and respect municipalities’ desire to generate revenue from the
short-term rental (STR) industry, layering a sales tax on top of existing lodging taxes would
severely jeopardize the viability of countless STR operators across the state.

We urge the committee to recognize that short-term rentals and hotels operate under
fundamentally different conditions. STR operators face unique operational costs, scaling
challenges, and limited access to governmental services and tax abatements in comparison to
large-scale hotel operations. Treating these distinct business models as equivalent for taxation
purposes could result in serious, unintended harm to Ohio’s tourism economy.

Short-term rentals come in many forms—a spare room in a primary residence, an accessory
dwelling unit, a unit within a multi-family building, a half-duplex, or a standalone home. These
diverse property types do not align with the traditional hotel model and should not be taxed as
such. Though both offer lodging, the underlying business models are distinctly different. OREIA
cautions lawmakers against attempts to create tax parity between two fundamentally unequal
sectors.

STRs have played a vital role in Ohio’s growing tourism success. Visitors from around the world
have come to Ohio to attend high-profile events like the Arnold Sports Festival, sold-out Taylor
Swift concerts, music festivals, the Great Homeschool Convention, and upcoming FIFA World
Cup matches, among many others. STRs have enabled communities—large and small—to
accommodate increased visitor demand while offering guests unique, localized lodging
experiences.

Importantly, HB 161 does not address the significant regulatory burdens already imposed by
local governments on STR operators. These regulations continue to limit property owners' ability
to achieve financial goals—whether that means building generational wealth, securing
retirement, or meeting immediate financial needs.

OREIA encourages the committee to explore alternative legislative proposals that take a more
balanced and nuanced approach to STR regulation and taxation. We remain committed to
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working with lawmakers to ensure this vital segment of Ohio’s tourism and housing economy
remains sustainable.

Thank you for your time and consideration as you evaluate how to support homeowners, grow
tourism, and maintain Ohio’s appeal as a destination.

Deborah Collins

Association Manager, OREIA



