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March 17, 2026

The Honorable James Hoops

Chair, Ohio House Committee on Development
77 South High Street

13th Floor

Columbus, OH 43215

RE: TechNet opposition to HB 161
Dear Chairman Hoops:
On behalf of TechNet, I write to express our opposition to HB 161.

TechNet is the national, bipartisan network of technology CEOs and senior
executives that promotes the growth of American innovation by advocating a
targeted policy agenda at the federal and 50-state level. TechNet’s diverse
membership includes 100 dynamic American businesses ranging from startups to
the most iconic companies on the planet and represents five million employees and
countless customers in the fields of information technology, artificial intelligence, e-
commerce, the sharing and gig economies, advanced energy, transportation,
cybersecurity, venture capital, and finance.

HB 161 would extend sales and use taxes and local lodging taxes to short-term
rentals and require short-term rental platforms to collect and remit those taxes. In
practice, this proposal functions as a significant tax increase on short-term rental
stays in Ohio, with the burden falling in large part on Ohio residents themselves.
We understand that more than half of short-term rental guests in Ohio are Ohioans,
meaning this proposal would not primarily affect out-of-state tourism, but rather
families, workers, and residents seeking flexible and affordable lodging options
within their own state.

This tax increase is especially concerning given the cumulative rates short-term
rental guests could face under the bill. HB 161 could subject short-term rental stays
in some jurisdictions to tax rates as high as 26.3 percent. That kind of tax burden
risks making short-term rentals materially less affordable and less competitive,
while effectively allowing the state to pick winners and losers in the lodging
marketplace.

The bill also threatens to undermine an important contributor to Ohio’s economy.
Short-term rentals provide meaningful benefits to local communities, travelers, and
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small property owners across the state. For example, Airbnb activity alone
contributed $1.2 billion to Ohio’s GDP last year, supported more than 15,000 jobs,
and generated $287 million in tax revenue. At a time when Ohio is seeking to
diversify and strengthen its revenue base, the state should be cautious about
advancing policies that could jeopardize an industry already generating substantial
economic activity and tax receipts.

More broadly, HB 161 risks distorting consumer choice and reducing competition in
Ohio’s lodging market. Short-term rentals often serve travelers and families for
whom traditional hotel options may be unavailable, less practical, or more
expensive. They can be particularly valuable in rural areas, during high-demand
periods, and for larger groups seeking flexible accommodations. Imposing
significantly higher tax burdens on these stays would reduce access to those
options and harm the very consumers Ohio lawmakers seek to support.

For these reasons, TechNet respectfully urges the committee to oppose HB 161.
Thank you for your consideration. We appreciate the opportunity to share our
concerns and would welcome continued dialogue on this legislation.

Sincerely,

Ninia Linero
Executive Director, Illinois & the Midwest
TechNet

CC: Members, House Committee on Development



