HHLOA
96 W Hunter Street, Suite 302
Logan, OH 43138

The Honorable James Hoops

Chair, Ohio House Committee on Development
77t South High Street

Columbus, OH 45215

March 17,2026
RE: Opposition to House Bill 161

To Chairman James Hoops, Vice Chair Lorenz, Ranking Member Brownlee, and
members of the House Development Committee -

On behalf of the Hocking Hills Owners Lodging Association, and the 300 local
property owners, small business operators, and entrepreneurs we represent, we
write to respectfully express our opposition to House Bill 161.

The Hocking Hills region is one of Ohio’s most important and visited tourism
destinations, with more than 4 million visitors every year. According to Explore
Hocking Hills, tourists spent more than $436 million last year, enabling businesses to
sustain themselves throughout the year without relying on the small, rural year-round
population’. Short term rental properties are a critical component of the local lodging
ecosystem, and, without them, there are not enough lodging facilities to allow
visitors to enjoy Ohio’s natural beauty in this region.

The majority of visitors to Hocking Hills come from other areas in Ohio. Furthermore,
the overwhelming majority of our property owners are from Hocking Hills or other
areas of the state. As currently written, House Bill 161 risks undermining the county’s
economic engine by imposing an onerous tax burden on everyday Ohioans.

While we applaud the legislature for creating some form of a statewide short term
rental framework, this bill’s approach raises several important concerns:

1. Reduced Local Flexibility: Currently, communities such as those in Hocking
Hills have the local option of lowering the lodging tax room threshold to cover

1 https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/07/31/economic-impact-of-tourism-in-hocking-hills



https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/07/31/economic-impact-of-tourism-in-hocking-hills

allaccommodations. This flexibility allows unique tourism-driven economies to
adapt solutions that are better tailored to their rural tourism needs.?

2. Economic Impact on Rural Communities: Tourism is the lifeblood of many
businesses in southeastern Ohio. Raising taxes to as high as 13.25%3 in some
areas will directly reduce visitor numbers, negatively affecting our restaurants,
small businesses, housekeepers, maintenance workers, and other local service
providers depending on short term rental stays.

3. Lack of Uniform Regulatory Framework: If the state wises to impose a
uniform tax framework, then the state should also support a uniform
regulatory scheme as well. It is unfair for property owners who use their homes
for lawful lodging purposes to be taxed at a higher rate without knowing if the
local government will outlaw short term rental activity.

4. Lodging tax does not support local needs. Under Ohio Law, the lodging tax
must be sent to the local Convention and Visitors Bureau“. This money would
be better suited to lowering property taxes or helping to fund other essential
public services that residents pay to support the growth of tourism in the area.

The Hocking Hills region has built a strong reputation as a welcoming destination, and
short-term rental owners have worked to ensure they uphold the highest standards
when welcoming guests into their homes. Rather than adopting broad, unfair
statewide tax measures that will unintentionally harm rural tourism and small business
owners, we encourage lawmakers to work collaboratively with all stakeholders to
develop fair, balanced policies that work for all Ohioans.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony on this important matter.
Regards,

Uma Zielinski
HHLOA Board Chair
(740) 400-9191

2 https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-5739.08

3

https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/tax.ohio.gov/tax_analysis/tax_data_series/sales_and_use/s4/s4cy18.p
df
4 https://www.co.hocking.oh.us/commissioners/LodgingTaxFAQ
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