
 
 

 
 

Sarah Fowler Arthur  
State Representative 

 

 

99th House District 

Parts of Ashtabula County 
Parts of Geauga County 

 

Columbus Office 
Vern Riffe Center  
77 S. High Street 

12th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 

(614) 466-1405  
 (800) 282-0253 

(614) 719-0000 (Fax) 
Rep99@ohiohouse.gov 
www.ohiohouse.gov 

Committees 
Education 

Local Government 
Community Revitalization  

Children and Human Services 
 

 

 

 

Vice-Chair Odioso, Ranking Member Robinson, Members of the House Education Committee,  

Thank you for your prompt attention to a pressing need in the Ashtabula City School District.  

Over the Thanksgiving weekend, Northern Ashtabula County received over 5 feet of wet, heavy 

snow. While not quite breaking the 1978 Blizzard Records, it created hazardous road conditions 

with multiple Level 2 & Level 3 Snow Emergency Declarations from the Ashtabula County 

Sheriff and buried residents for over a week while ODOT, local crews and contractors worked 

ceaselessly to remove snow.  

Ultimately, multiple structures incurred significant damage, including Lakeside High School 

where the roof collapsed over the Thanksgiving weekend. Ashtabula City Schools 

Superintendent Lisa Newsome and her team worked diligently to make alternate class 

arrangements for all impacted students, and they were able to minimize the loss of instructional 

time to just 3 days (19.5 hours).  

Despite the excellent pivoting and tireless planning to get students back to in-person learning 

seamlessly, Superintendent Newsome was still forced to close school for two extremely cold 

days this January (meteorologists predicted windchills at minus twenty-seven degrees Fahrenheit 

<-27*f>). This has put Ashtabula Seniors at risk of not graduating on schedule and may also 

endanger the school district’s ability to be fully funded in the next school year.  

In conversations with the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW), we learned that the 

legislature has granted waivers on a case-by-case basis for similar extenuating circumstances in 

the past and that the DEW is supportive of waiving the hours provisions due to the series of 

unpredictable and unusual circumstances in the Ashtabula City School District this winter.  

I would like to thank Representative David Thomas for joining me on this bill and turn it over to 

him for the remainder of our testimony. 
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