
Committee Minutes

COMMITTEE: Education
CHAIRPERSON: Sarah Fowler Arthur
DATE: February 11, 2025
TIME: 2:15 PM
ROOM: Room 121

Chair Fowler Arthur called the meeting of the House Education Committee to order at 2:20 pm 
on Tuesday, February 11th, 2025, in Statehouse Room 121. 

The clerk called the roll, a quorum was present, and the committee proceeded as a full 
committee. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without objection.

Chair Fowler Arthur called forward HB 43 for its first hearing. Chair Fowler Arthur called on 
Vice Chair Odioso for a motion. Vice Chair Odioso moved to amend HB 43 with substitute bill 
L_136_0781-4. Without objection, the substitute bill was adopted. Lisa Newsome, Ashtabula 
Area City Schools Superintendent, was present and gave sponsor testimony. Superintendent 
Newsome answered questions from the committee. Doug Wetherholt, Ashtabula Area City 
Schools Principle, was present and gave sponsor testimony. Principal Wetherholt answered 
questions from the committee.

The committee stood at ease at 2:53 pm. 

The committee reconvened at 2:56 pm. 

Vice Chair Odioso motioned HB43 be favorably reported as a substitute bill. The clerk called the 
roll. With 11 affirmative votes and 0 negative votes, HB 43 was reported as a substitute bill out 
of committee and recommended for favorable passage. The roll was left open until 5:00 pm. 

The committee stood at ease at 2:58 pm. 

The committee reconvened at 3:01 pm.
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Chair Fowler Arthur then called for informal hearing testimony for the budget. Chair Fowler 
Arthur called Gregg B. Thornton from Speech and Hearing Professionals Board for testimony. 
Thornton answered questions from the committee. Chair Fowler Arthur called William Hall from 
ServeOhio/Ohio Commission on Service and Volunteerism. Hall answered questions from the 
committee. Chair Fowler Arthur called Lou Maynus from Ohio Deaf and Blind Education 
Services. Maynus answered questions from the committee. Chair Fowler-Arthur then called 
Michelle Gillcrist from Ohio Lottery Commission. Gillcrist answered questions from the 
committee. 

With no further business before the committee, the committee adjourned at 4:32 pm.

Sarah Fowler Arthur, Chair

Committee Secretary
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