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Rita Hallaveld, MSW

Chair Fowler, Vice Chair Odioso, and members of the Education committee of the Ohio
House of Representatives:

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Rita Hallaveld. | am a parent of a
first grader in Columbus City Schools, and work part time as a Family Ambassador with
another elementary school in the district. | hold a master’s degree in Social Work and
practiced for over a decade as a Licensed Independent Social Worker both in community
and private mental health practice settings. | am here to ask that you support Ohio kids,
families, and childcare providers by fully funding Ohio’s public schools and including the
childcare improvements outlined in Governor DeWine's executive budget, especially
raising eligibility for childcare assistance for parents and reimbursing based on
enrollment.

When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, | lost my childcare for my 2 year-old. That program
never re-opened and | struggled to find an affordable, high quality option. | finally did, but
many early childhood providers have continued to close. | would not have been able to
return to work without assistance, and as a single parent | still rely on that assistance in
order to work when school is not in session. Yet if small centers and licensed home
providers are not reimbursed by enrollment, they cannot stay open and we face a greater
mental health and education crisis.

While early childhood care and education is a foundation for the rest of a child’s life,
continued support is crucial for K-12 educational success. Gov. DeWine's budget proposal
still shortchanges our kids. Using 2022 costs makes no sense to me as a parent trying to
budget for a household - how can it make sense for our schools? The Fair School Funding
Plan funds schools more fairly by taking into account the different needs in Ohio’s small
towns, large suburbs, big cities, and rural communities.

| fought hard alongside many other parents and teachers to keep my child’s school and
others in my community open. | voted to have my property taxes raised to ensure that
families like mine can have a fair shot at a quality education. Without fully phasing in the
Fair School Funding Plan, my school district would lose enough money to cancel out the



benefits promised by our school levy. Already, schools sometimes close due to broken
heating; children are missing school because buses are not on time. Class sizes are maxed
out and many of our public schools have waiting lists when the district cannot afford to
hire more teachers. Other communities could be hit even harder when districts have to
over-rely on property taxes. Half of Ohio’s local school levies already failed this past cycle.

Every kid deserves a fair shot at a great education - for some that means different kinds of
support. The state is constitutionally required to provide that to all kids. When quality
childcare and K-12 education are out of reach for the majority of Ohioans, we all pay the
cost. Higher poverty, crime, mental health, and the need for even more public assistance
for families continues throughout the lifespan.

| ask that you please consider my testimony and vote yes to fully funding the Fair School
Funding Plan. Additionally, please raise the eligibility for childcare assistance for families
and implement reimbursement based on enrollment to childcare providers. What we
invest now will result in exponential cost savings down the road and benefit all of Ohio for
generations.

Thank you.



