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Rep. Hall HB 189 Sponsor Testimony

Chair Fowler Arthur, Vice-Chair Odioso, and Ranking Member Robinson, thank
you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on HB 189, establishing a
statewide school behavioral threat management process. This bill comes as an idea
from a superintendent in my home district and a process that even some in this
state have already looked at in Wood County, where my joint sponsor resides.

HB 189 is quite simple in nature. It would require the Department of Public Safety
(DPS), in consultation with the Department of Education and Workforce (DEW),
to develop a statewide behavioral threat management operational process to
identify, assess, manage, and monitor potential and real threats to schools. The
departments must use the operational process to create a behavioral threat
assessment document to be used to (1) evaluate the behavior of students who may
pose a threat to the school, school staff, or other students, and (2) coordinate
intervention and services for those students.

Why the Department of Public Safety? Well, in the 134th GA | worked on HB 99,
which established the Ohio School Safety Center. In that center, they are already
doing some of these things with regards to threat management in our schools
across Ohio. Nine states — Florida, Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Texas, Virginia, and Washington — require schools to have threat
assessment teams. These laws vary in their requirements and levels of
enforcement. Some states mandate specific threat assessment models, while others
have more flexible approaches.

The 133 General Assembly enacted House Bill 123, the "Safety and Violence
Education Students (SAVE Students) Act," regarding school security and youth
suicide awareness education and training.
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HB 123 requires each local, city, exempted village, and joint vocational school
district to create a threat assessment team for each school building in the district
serving grades six through twelve. Each team shall be multidisciplinary, when
possible, and may include school administrators, mental health professionals,
school resource officers, and other necessary personnel.

This legislation, as | mentioned, came from a local superintendent of mine who
brought this idea forward after seeing it signed into law in Florida. | have also had
conversations with other superintendents about this and all have been positive. |
believe this legislation is another great step in ensuring the safety of students and
staff in schools across Ohio, both public and private.

| will now turn it over to my joint sponsor, Representative Ghanbari.



